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!ore to women’s and girls’ empowerment is their conirol over their own bodies. This

includes preventing and elimijnating all forms af viglence asainet sunmman and aica o
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ending harmful practices such as female genital mutilation and early, child and forced

marriage. It also means ensuring that all people are able to enjoy their sexual and
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Young people will be the drivers of development for the next 50 years and we need to

invest in them and support them to reach their full potential.

Madam chair,

I cannot speak today without noting that yesterday marked one year since hundreds of
girls were kidnapped from their school in Nigeria by Boko Haram. 219 girls are still
missing. Children and young people are too often the victims, and schools too often the
target of extremism and viglence. We cannot hope to deliver on gur ambitigns for a world
- -

-

we cannot protect education from extremism and violence — we must do better.

Madam Chair,

We cannot do what we have always done and hope that somehow, now, current practices
and current thinking will deliver the change we need to see. The Australian Government
is thinking differently about how we contribute to a world with equality of opportunity,

and we know that we need to be more innovative and to find new solutions.

The young people I have just referred to live in a different world, enhanced by







