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implementation of the programme of action, there remains much to be

that its pre-existing track should be used to progress the

implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals.

Madam President, like other Small Island Developing States, Fiji is
faced with implementation challenges imposed by geography and
demographics. Our country is made up of over 300 islands and our
population is both concentrated in urban and peri-urban areas, while
also being dispersed around remote outer-lying islands. Successfully
addressing the core ICPD issues is made all the more challenging by new
demographic challenges arising from growing environmental pressures,
including through the impacts of climate change, such as the increasing

frequency and intensity of natural disasters. The recent tropical cyclone
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that statistical data from the Pacific Islands region is patchy or often
listed as missing. We therefore stress the importance of timely and
appropriately disaggregated and verified data from our region being

represented in the design of evidence-based programs and development
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correct this anomaly, and we urge cooperative action and collaboration
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ensure necessary capacity for effective integration of disaggregated and

verified population data pertaining to the Pacific Islands.

Madam President, in conclusion, I reiterate Fiji's firm commitment to
the further implementation of the Cairo programme of action and to

addressing priority areas, particularly where either the global review



