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Realizing the future we want — integrating population issues into sustainable development, 

including in the post-2015 development agenda 
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Madame Chair, Distinguished Delegates, Civil Society Representatives, 

Sweden aligns itself with the statement made by Latvia on behalf of the European Union. 

Madame Chair, 



Madame Chair, 

Roughly one quarter of the world’s population is between 10 and 24 years old. Their 

possibilities, aspirations and achievements will shape the future. Our ability to fulfill their 

human rights, provide them with a safe environment and opportunities, access to health 

services, quality education and decent work, is crucial.  

Boys are twice as likely as girls to attend secondary school. One of the primary causes of girls 

dropping out of school is early or forced marriage or pregnancy.  It is crucial to offer girls 

comprehensive sexuality education, youth friendly services and contraceptives so that they 

stay in school as long as boys. Women and girls should also have the right and access to legal 

and safe abortions. Making abortion illegal does not reduce the number of abortions, it only 

drives it underground. 

Offering and promoting girl’s education is not only the right thing to do, it is smart for the 

economy. For every year a girl stays in school, her possibilities of getting a good job and a 

higher income increases even more than for boys. Ensuring that women and girls have full 

autonomy over their lives, bodies and sexualities is a first crucial step towards fulfilling their 

human rights and enhancing their health and well-being.  

Unfortunately, gender based violence and discrimination continue to keep many women, 

girls and young people from enjoying their human rights. These inequalities must be 

eliminated. Everyone, regardless of sex, age, ethnicity, disability, religion or belief, sexual 

orientation or gender identity, migrant status or any other status should have the same 

rights and possibilities. Men and boys need to engage in challenging the structures that 

perpetuate inequality and discrimination. 

Madame Chair, 

 Population dynamics influence the availability of financial and natural resources, including 

land and water. Climate changes already affect people at a large scale, partly as a 

consequence of changes in global consumption patterns. The poor and marginalized are 

most affected. This is not acceptable. Our pledge to the Green Climate Fund of 4 billion SEK – 

580 MUSD -is a sign of our commitment to climate finance.  



Migration contributes to development and reduces poverty for migrant households. Sweden 

continues to be one of the EU Member States with the highest 


