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the opportunity to address the 49th Commission on Population and Development.

We are here today to discuss the demographic evidence base for the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development. But our discussions this week are about more than just data and
evidence; they are about people’s lives.

Since 1994, the ICPD Programme of Action has provided the basis for our global understanding
of issues related to population, people-centred development, sexual and reproductive health and
rights, and human rights. We must ensure that the 2030 Agenda builds on the last 20 years of
progress made through the ICPD Programme of Action. The data that we collect for the 2030
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and reproductive health, there is a young woman who understands that she has the right to
consent to sex and to protect herself.
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graph. They are the stories of women and girls, of boys and men, whose lives are changing with
each data point.

Without good data collection, it will be impossible to know which programmes work and who is
being left behind.

Unless governments collect data disaggregated by income, gender, age — including for 10 to 14
year olds - race, ethnicity, migratory status, disability, marital status, employment status,
educational attainment, health status, and urban and rural in relation to geographic location, and
other characteristics, we will never know if girls have the same opportunities as boys in school,
or if indigenous women experience worse treatment in hospitals. Detailed data will reveal the




