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Mr. Chair, Distinguished Delegates, Civil Society Representatives, Sweden aligns itself with 

the statement delivered by Denmark on behalf of the Nordic Countries, the EU statement 

and the cross-regional statement delivered by Mexico.  

Gender equality and sexual and reproductive health and rights for all are the foundations for 

inclusive economic 



We must draw on both data and experiences. In Sweden, social and economic reforms have 

enabled women’s full participation in the labour market. This includes investments in social 

protection systems and universal health care. Individual parental leave, and affordable, quality 

childcare. Access to contraception and to safe abortion. Pushing forward in all areas, we 

started to transform decades ago and could rather quickly reap the benefits. Another lesson 

learned is that to create equal opportunities between men and women we have to include 

responsibilities for household, child and elderly care in the equation.  

If women and men share the responsibility for unpaid domestic and care work, women can 

more easily participate in the formal labour and have a better chance of getting decent and 

well-paid jobs. This too would allow us to see global GDP grow considerably. 

It is partly because of our own positive experience that Sweden encourages international and 

national investments in gender equality, social protection systems and sexual and 

reproductive health and rights. We have seen the importance and value of access to 

comprehensive sexuality education, modern methods of contraception and safe and legal 

abortion care and services.  

As we build back after the covid pandemic, let us put gender equality and investments in 

sexual and reproductive health and rights for all at the core. Let us not miss


