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Introduction

The fifty-sixth session of the Commission on Population and Development (CPD) will be held from 10 to 14
April 2023. The special theme of the fifjxth session' whichis Population, education and sustainable
developmentis closé¢y related toChapter Xl of the Programme of Action adopted by1884 International
Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) and to Sustainableaeat Goal (SDG) 4 on ensuring
inclusive and equitable quality education and pramgdifelong leaning opportunities for all. ie Commission
last considered #hissue of educatioat its thirty-sixth session in 2008The briefing will be held in person.

Objective

The objective of the briefing is #ncourage aaxchange of viewamongst Member States, the Secretanak
other stakeholders about



Ensuring access to education for girls and women continuesatpdserful means to reduce early and
unplannecthildbearing, increase the adoption of family planning and improve the health of children.

The 2030 Agenda on Sustainable Development commits to providing inclusive and equitable quality education at
all levels— early childhood, primary, secondary tiny, technical and vocational training. Evidence presented at
the expert group meetirig September 2022 suggetitat there are many children living in extreme poverty who
lack access to primary education, stark gender inequalitieshanifidls amongyoung people living in

humanitarian or conflict condition¥he longterm impact on learning outcomethe COVID419 pandemic

which disrupted schomwig for millions of children worldwidesemainsunclear But the pandemidid revealwide
dispaities in the quality of education between and within countries, exposing deficiencies in infrastructure,
teacher training and learning materjalile reminding us that schools play a vital role in assuring the reeadth
well-being of learnerdnduding through nutrition. Health education plays a vital role in promoting the health and
well-being of young peopland improves sexual and reproductive health outcomes, includprgventing
unintended pregnanciesh& World Bank has estimated that ubsSaharan Africa the current school

infrastructure can accommodate onlyp®y cent othe children in the regigmvhose numbers agtill increasing.
Globally, as the average age of populatimeseaseslifelong learning is recognized as an important oppor



