





It is clear why education is recognized as a

fundamental human right.

Yet 244 million children and youth today are
out of school, and more than half of children and
adolescents are not meeting minimum proficiency

standards in reading and mathematics.

The reasons for these gaps are many but we
would be remiss not to look at the impact of

population dynamics.

In some parts of the world, where fiscal capacity
Is limited, a rapidly growing school-aged population
makes it more difficult to achieve Sustainable

Development Goal 4.

Yet, in other places, declines in the proportion
of children and adolescents in the population, are
easing the pressure on education budgets and
opening opportunities to boost the human capital of

young people and adults alike.



Excellencies,
Distinguished delegates,

The COVID-19 pandemic exposed the fault lines

of our education systems.

Children and young people in low and lower-
Income countries were deprived of access to learning
as these countries saw large cuts in public spending

on education.

We must support these countries to resume
progress towards the universal completion of

primary and secondary education by 2030.

This will require investing in digital literacy and
closing the digital divide, drawing the lessons
learned from the COVID-19 pandemic. And we
must continue expanding access to the internet and

digital technologies for education.

Lastly, we have to ensure that no one is left

behind. This includes providing migrants access to
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basic education and recognizing their credentials,
which are key to their integration in host countries
and to maximize the development benefits of
migration. It also means pushing even further to
ensure access to a quality education for girls and

young women.

Despite the significant progress in the gender
gap in school enrolment to date, much more remains
to be done to improve school completion, the quality
of education and to translate the gains into women’s

Improved access to decent jobs.
Excellencies,
Distinguished delegates,

Let us use this session to add momentum and
build on the commitments made at the
Transforming Education Summit. Let us identify
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the breakthrough we need to rescue the SDGs, for

people and planet.

| thank you for your attention and wish you
every success in your important deliberations this

week.
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