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Excellencies,
Distinguished delegates,

Good afternoon. It is with great pleasure that | welcome you to this
briefing on the substantive preparations for the fifty-seventh session of
the Commission on Population and Development.

My name is Noemi Espinoza Madrid, ambassador at large serving my
country, Honduras, at our Embassy in Beijing, China to which | was
recently transferred from New York. | was elected Chair of the fifty-
seventh session of the Commission on Population and Development on 14
April 2023.









The increased proportion of people in working ages in many developing
countries brings the possibility of benefitting from the demographic
dividend, which can advance sustainable development. A key precondition
for this to happen is that we are able to guarantee the best conditions for
people of productive age and thereby lay the groundwork for the
sustainability of present and future generations.

| was able to participate in the regional reviews of the ICPD in Chile,
Lusaka and Bangkok last month. | witnessed firsthand how these emerging
demographic trends create challenges but, if properly managed, can be an
opportunity for people to thrive and fulfill their potential.

Dear colleagues,

We are about to celebrate the 30th anniversary of the existence of the
Program of Action of the ICPD. 30 years ago, the governments of the world
assumed a commitment that today is more valid and essential than ever,
a commitment to a comprehensive and broad agenda. Please allow me to
insist and reiterate that this is a key moment for the world. Making it clear
that there is no future for our planet and its inhabitants without achieving
the wellbeing of people and the adequate conditions to exercise our
rights.
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I am certain that by listening to each other, all 193 Member States of the
United Nations can agree on the centrality of the ICPD agenda.

We face great challenges and what seem like overwhelming crisis. There
are poli-crisis that only seem to worsen by conflicts and so called “natural”



Our first panelist is Ms. Karoline Schmid, Chief of the Family Planning and
Ageing Section in DESA's Population Division. Ms. Schmid, you have the
floor.

[.]

Thank you, Karoline, for enlightening us about the key findings of the
expert meeting organized in preparation for the fifty-seventh session and
for drawing our attention to some key demographic trends which will
shape our world for the next 30 years.

Our second panelist is Ms. Priscilla Idele, Chief of Population and
Development Branch in the Technical Division of the United Nations
Population Fund. You have the floor, Ms. Idele.

[.]

Thank you so much Priscila for sharing with us these key findings that
highlight the amplitude of this agenda, its important links with 2030
Agenda and the alignment with our vision of the CPD.

Our third speaker today is Barbara Seligman. Ms. Seligman is Senior Vice
President for International Programs at the Population Reference Bureau



[.]

Thank you, Barbara. Your views on policy priorities for population and
development within the context of future highly diverse and impactful
population trends give us much food for thought.

Distinguished colleagues,

I hope you will agree with me that we have heard three very interesting
presentations. Let me now invite John to moderate the interactive part of
this briefing. John, you have the floor.

[Q and A session]

Excellencies,
Distinguished delegates,

I would like to thank our experts for their contributions and John for
moderating the question-and-answer session.

I would also like to thank the Secretariat for preparing this briefing and to
thank you all for your participation.



We have now come to the end of our briefing, which | hope you found of
interesting and encouraging. Please allow me to once again emphasize
that this is a key moment for the world and that as Member States, we
have a great responsibility an opportunity in CPD57. | invite you to use
the occasion to show the world that the Member States of the United
Nations remain committed to tangible solutions to issues central to
human well-being.

Going forward, it is my plan to keep you fully informed about the status of
preparations for the 57" session of the CPD. Please make sure that you
provide your contact details to the Secretariat in case you haven't already
done so.

This briefing is adjourned.



