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We now have an invaluable opportunity to build on the ambition and determination of those who 

came before us. We thus reaffirm our commitment to the ICPD Programme of Action and strive 

to realize its promise for all people, everywhere.  

Madam/Mr. Chair, 

As we close, we must note that we cannot fully celebrate the 30th anniversary of the ICPD when 

133 women, men and boys have been held hostage in Gaza for over six months. As the horrifying 

evidence and testimonies mount, we realize that their most basic human rights are violated every 

single day. Their sexual and reproductive health, their rights and their agency over their lives 

and their bodies are violated every single day. Until they are back home, we cannot celebrate.  

Thank you 


