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Several international agreements recognize the importance of migration to 

sustainable development. Agenda 21 (in Chapter 5) focuses on expanding knowledge 

on linkages between migration and the environment, and the development of 
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Structure and topics  

 

The Panel Discussion will be organized as a side event with duration of 75 minutes. It 

will be moderated by the Director of the Population Division of DESA. Three panelists, 

the Head of the International Organization for Migration (IOM), a high-level 

representative of Member State and a senior representative of the Office of the 

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) will make presentations 

with focus on following topics:  

 

� Trends, challenges and opportunities on migration and sustainable 

development;   

� Follow-up to the outcome of Rio+20 and positioning of migration in the post-

2015 development agenda;   

� International cooperation on migration and sustainable development;  

� Strengthen national policies and regional cooperation on implementation of 

commitments on migration; and  

� Legal perspective of protection of people displaced by natural disasters 

 

Background document  

 

The OxAID, an academic organization of UK, has prepared an analytical paper with 

focus on patterns and trends on migration and sustainable development. It is 

available on line at the websites of Sustainable Development Knowledge Platform 

and Commission on Population and Development. 

 

Participation  

 

The Panel Discussion will target the senior officials to the forty-sixth session of the 

CPD, senior representatives of the Permanent Missions of Member States in New 

York as well as representatives of UN system organizations and civil society.  

 

Expected outcome  

 

A summary of the Panel Discussion will be prepared by DSD and the Population 

Division. It will be an input to the High-Level Dialogue of the General Assembly on 

International Migration and Development, in the format of official document of the 

General Assembly.   

 

 

 

 


