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and migrants may not always proceed smoothly, in the end, there is no doubt that 
migration enriches the social and cultural fabric of receiving societies. 
 
Mr. Chairman,  
 

We all know that most of today’s migration arises because of disparities: 
economic, social, demographic. Average incomes in high-income countries are 15 times 
as high as those of middle-income countries and 60 times higher than those of low-
income countries. So the potential gains from migration are very large. In addition, 
because developed countries are farther along the path to population ageing than the rest 
of the world, they are poised to see their working-age populations decline. Today, 
developed countries still have 14 persons ready to enter the labour force for every 10 
persons likely to leave it, but in just ten years, there will only be 9 young persons aged 
20-24 for every 10 persons aged 60-64. And without migration, the expected deficit of 
young people in developed countries would be even greater. 
 

At the same time, developing countries have today 34 persons aged 20-24 for 
every 10 aged 60-64 and an excess of young people relativc
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highly trained than their parents were. Therefore, developed economies need to promote 
the continued expansion of the knowledge economy that is to provide the high-quality 
jobs for this qualified labour force.  
 

Developing countries are also realizing the importance that tertiary education has 
for maintaining and enhancing the long-term viability of their economies. Over the past 
two decades, there has been an upsurge in the number of students from developing 
countries getting an education abroad.  Furthermore, realizing that it is better to train 
students at home, developing countries are encouraging or even underwriting the 
establish s were. Ther
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will move along the same path. But over the next few decades, developed countries will 
experience rapid population ageing that, together with increased education, will produce 


