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Mme. Chairperson, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentleman, 

I have the honour to introduce the World Population Monitoring Report, focusing on the 
contribution of the Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and 
Development to the internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium 
Development Goals (E/CN.9/2009/3). 

T,!le ICPD. Programme of Action provides a comprehensive set of objectives and 
recommendations to improve human wellbeing and promote sustainable development. It includes 
guidelines on policies, programmes and measures that are directly related to population 
dynamics and influence the growth and structure of populations. The report documents the 
interrelations between population dynamics and development outcomes and provides evidence 
on how implementation of the Programme of Action can make a significant contribution to the 
attainment of key development goals, including the MDGs. 

The past four decades have shown that government policy and commitment can make an 
important difference in shaping population dynamics. Critical to the success of the Programme of 
Action in guiding policy is its emphasis on action based on human rights, which means that 
pursuing its objectives is justifiable not only because they accelerate development or improve 
human wellbeing, but also because they are an expression of the rights of the individual. In 
particular, the measures to advance gender equality and equity and the empowerment of women 
that the Programme of Action champions are as much a matter of rights as of development. particularly in the least developed 

countries where growth rates remain high. 

TodaY,ll countries have population growth rates 
exceeding 3 per cent annually and 36 countries have growth rates ranging between 2 per cent and 
3 per cent, and about three-quarters of those countries report that their population growth rates 
are unacceptably high. 
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