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the second to underestimating the volume of international migration, and the third to the
developmental context in which the migration takes place. While the global origin and destination
database does provide basic information on the global patterns of international migration, perhaps its
major limitation is that it is constrained by the unit that generates the data: the state. Migrants move
from country A to country B, which they do because they move from one administrative unit to another,
but in reality, they do not, because they move to very specific parts of country B from very specific parts
of country A. The evidence for destinations is stronger than for origins. In the United Kingdom in 2015,
some 13.5 per cent of the total population was foreign-born. However. that proportion increases to 41



question is, of course, how important is return? The simple answer is that we do not know but that
almost certainly it will vary from flow to flow with the incidence of return being lower for poor rural
areas or states where conflict-induced migration is more prevalent. Economic historians have generated
convincing evidence that return rates of 30 to 40 per cent were common during the Great Migration
across the Atlantic from Europe to the Americas in the nineteenth century (Baines 1991, Nugent 1992,
Hoerder 2012). With the developments in the technologies of transportation since that time, it might be
reasonable to expect return rates to be greater, although any such statement has to remain a
hypothesis only at this stage and will have to be considered in the context of other forms of mobility
that have emerged in recent years and will be discussed below. It is also known that the skilled
migration systems are characterized by a high degree of “churn” or turnover within relatively short time
spans, in which return migration will be an unknown part (Skeldon 2017). Thus, the total number of
people who have moved internationally is going to be significantly larger than the simple stock figure of
244 million given in the global database for 2015. Pertinent to the earlier discussion is whether return



years ago; and last place of usual previous residence before coming to present place, generally asked in
association with another question on length of time since moving from that last place of usual previous
residence. The volume of internal migration collected varies markedly by which question has been

asked. Birthplace, on which the international migration above is based, generates the least satisfactory



adjustments and avoid drawing misleading results. Nevertheless, the overall trend has been a



from these specific origins to overseas destinations can take place but it is generally through the largest
cities, which are the links to transportation systems to overseas destinations. Where large numbers of
migrants enter i


http://population.city/italy/venice/

It can be argued that tourism or travel for recreational purposes is not new. The importance of
pilgrimage in every major part of the world and throughout history has taken people out of the confines
of their towns and villages to participate in a broader community. What is new is that from the late 20"
century, the scale of the activity has become a mass appeal as it has developed not just in Europe, North
America and Australia but also among the emerging new middle-income groups in Asia, Latin America
and parts of Africa. From 435 million tourist arrivals in 1990, the annual total increased to 1,186 million
in 2015 and 1,235 million in 2016 (UNWTO 2015, UNWTO 2017). These are not measures of individual
tourists but of arrivals who spent at least a night in the destination country. Thus, a single individual
taking several holidays a year or visiting multiple countries will be registered multiple times. Also,
confusingly, the figures also seem to include a proportion (14 per cent in 2015) who entered for
“business and professional” purposes, suggesting an overlap with the skilled migrant system raised
earlier in the paper. Despite these difficulties with the data, the basic points are simple: tourists are an
integral part of development around the world and are linked to other forms of population movement.
One of the linkages is most commonly ignored: if only a tiny fraction of the number of arrivals enter
legally but stay on to become irregular migrants, significant numbers of people are involved. Tourism as
a channel for irregular migration cannot be discounted.

The marked increases in global tourism from the last decade of the 20" century have been associated





http://publications.iom.int/system/files/wmr2015_en.pdf
http://www.migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/resources/briefings/migrants-in-the-uk-an-overview/#kp2
http://www.migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/resources/briefings/migrants-in-the-uk-an-overview/#kp2

Parsons, Christopher R, Ronald Skeldon, Terrie L. Walmsley and L. Alan Winters 2007, Quantifying

10


http://www.un.org/esa/population/migration/documents/egm.skeldon_17.12.2013.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/data/estimates2/estimates15.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/data/estimates2/estimates15.shtml
http://www.e-unwto.org/doi/pdf/10.18111/9789284418145
http://www2.unwto.org/press-release/2017-01-17/sustained-growth-international-tourism-despite-challenges
http://www2.unwto.org/press-release/2017-01-17/sustained-growth-international-tourism-despite-challenges
http://www.worldcitiescultureforum.com/assets/others/World_Cities_Culture_Report_2014_hires.pdf
http://www.worldcitiescultureforum.com/assets/others/World_Cities_Culture_Report_2014_hires.pdf

11



