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1 The views expressed in this paper do not necessarily reflect those of the United Nations Secretariat. The paper is 
reproduced as submitted by the author without formal editing. 
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In this brief paper, two types of migration are the focus: forced migration and undocumented (sometimes 
called irregular) migration). Forced migration generally includes refugee and other forcibly displaced 
populations, which may be primarily due to war and conflict, but also can be due to political, religious, and 
other persecution; natural or man-made disasters; development-induced displacement; smuggling and 
human trafficking; and environmental displacement. Undocumented migration includes any migration that 
is not regulated or documented by the nation-state, and may include anyone residing in a nation without 
legal status or with tenuous legal status. Increasingly, it is clear that there is a great deal of overlap between 
these types of migrant populations, and the concept of “mixed migration flows,” which is now recognized 
by UNHCR and other actors, is an important one in terms of protection and rights, but also conceptually 
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IV. Future Directions 
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Fig. 3  Source: Pew Research 

Center 2017. 

Figs. 4 and 5 Source: Hsin 

and Reed 2018. 
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