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UNFPA Executive Director Babatunde Osotimehin,
Excellencies,

Distinguished delegates,

Ladies and gentlemen,

Thank you very much for the opportunity to address this Commission.

I welcome the Commission’s broad perspective on migration.

I follow the issue closely. I have made a point of participating in the Global
Forum on Migration and Development. Last November I was unable to attend because of
a crisis in the Middle East. But I sent a message through my Special Representative for

Migration and Development.

This year, our challenge is to pave the way for success at the General Assembly’s
second High-level Dialogue on International Migration and Development, to be held this



Third: Address the problems faced by migrants who have no legal status.
Fourth: Promote integration into host societies.

And fifth: Facilitate return and circular migration, so people can go back to their
homes at the right time.

There is also an overarching need to address discrimination and abuse that
migrants face, including human trafficking, sexual exploitation and scapegoating.
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spirit of compromise, and political will to find solutions.
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"benefit from remittances. These funds often support health care, education and other
basic services that drive development. A number of governments have matching grant
proposals to make more of these benefits.

In destination countries, migrants often help to alleviate labour shortages and
promote economic growth. Migrants also contribute to their home countries through
investment and trade. Those who return bring new experience and knowledge that can
fuel development in their native lands.
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People cross borders for different reasons. Some run away in fear, others sprint
forward with hope. The reasons for leaving are different — but the impact is the same:
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Let us work together to find common ground so that we may advance our
common goals.

Thank you.



