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overseas territories had several years to work out their direction, and to receive guidance 
along the way. Because of the Pitcairn criminal investigations and trials, roughly from 
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2000 to 2007 little was done toward self-determination until very recently. The PItcaIrn 
�C�o�m�m�i�s�s�i�o�n�~�r� put the community through the restructure process mainly in 2008 while it 
was still working through the impact of the trials. The new governance structure was 

officially launched in January 2009. 
Early in 2007, the Pitcairn Council asked the authorities to provide governance 

training to those on the Island. They were given a couple of hours' seminar on "good 
governance." In order to understand governance FOR the people as well as BY the 
people, Pitcairners desire and are surely entitled to more training. Since all Government 
jobs on the Island are now contracted, training is also needed in performance management 
and employment relations - since there are no local laws relating to employment-related 

disputes. 
The people of Pitcairn have not yet been fully granted the opportunity to grasp the 

implications of the United Kingdom's "White Paper," though some effort was made in 2007 
to spread information about it. As early as 2001, when the island's mayor was made aware ofthe 
White Paper, he called a public meeting and asked the Governor's office in Wellington for more 
information, and help for the people in decision-making relative to the various options presented 
i.e. independence, association, or integration. No response was received. 

Of more recent times the Department for International Development has provided 
for the island consultants and specialists in a number of areas like engineering, 
environmental and store management, all of which have been of benefit to Pitcairn. 
However, today the Pitcairn people still await and continue to need the political 
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information and education which was promised to all overseas territories. The United 
Nations Committee of 24 in 2003 presented a ten-point action plan on Self­
Determination, designed to be carried out in four stages; public education and 
dissemination of information were highlighted as critical to the process. This help has not 
yet come to Pitcairn Island. 

A few years ago, a local colonial authority indicated that people on Pitcairn Island 
did not have the capacity to benefit from political and social education programs, if 
indeed money and expertise were invested in bringing representatives to the Island to hold 
workshops for the people. Ignoring this insult, it should be noted that some on the Island 
have little political experience, but that is through no fault of their own, an8.784297polit787.7 0 0 11.7 279.3 390.5930Td
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is a "connection" to New Zealand, like Tokelau has, for England is, �a�f�t�~�r� all, more than 
14,000 kilometers away. The British government tried unsuccessfully III 1946 to transfer 
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jurisdiction 



all Pitcairn people as the child abusers they most definitely are not. The continuation of 
this law is hurtful to Pitcairn Island psychologically, socially and economically. As but 
one example, it bespeaks an ongoing distrust by the colonial power without any present­
day evidence ofa need for its continuation. This sort ofshackling all but smacks of a 
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police state, and does little to foster decolonization, mutual trust and progress in 
partnership. 
### 


