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Thank you for the invitation to participate in this seminar. New Zealand is 
pleased to be 
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Careful thought was given to the February 2008 understanding that committed 
New Zealand and Tokelau to focus on the needs of the atoll communities. 
Staying focussed on that goal continues to be a challenge, not least when so 
many regional and international organisations actively encourage Tokelau's 
leaders and officials to turn their attention elsewhere. It is a matter of ongoing 
concern that so many of those most needed to foclJs on the realities at home 
seem so often to be away from their core work, leaving gaps in administration 
and management that can not be easily filled. 

New Zealand and Tokelau are about to start discussions on a new three year 
package of funding for the period from July 2010. We do not expect this to be 
an easy process. The needs of the atolls remain high. So too does the cost of 
achieving progress the 
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