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Mr. Chairman, Excellencies, distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Welcome to Saint Vincent and the Grenadines! The government and people of my country are 
proud to once again play host to the Caribbean Seminar on the Eradication of Colonialism. We 
welcome the members of the United Nations Special Committee on Decolonisation, in particular 
its Chairman, Ambassador Francisco Carri6n-Mena. We are also pleased to host the United 
Nations Secretariat, the NGO community, and, most of all, the representatives of the Non-Self­
Governing territories that have made the trip to Saint Vincent and the Grenadines for this most 
important Seminar. 

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines places tremendous importance on the work of this Committee. 
In addition to being members of the Special Committee, we have, in the past, served as Chair, in 
the person of former Ambassador Margaret Hughes-Ferarri. We have also hosted this Seminar in 
the past, and 





In addition to the seven Caribbean non self-governing territories, the question of Puerto Rico has 
also occupied the attention of the Special Committee. The right of the Puerto Rican people to 
freely determine their own governance structure and relationship with the United States should 
also be 




