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the US to �a�~�s�i�s�t� the .Territory in its public awareness program and, in that regard, calls upon the 
relevant Umted Nations .organizations to provide assistance to the Territory, if requested; and it 
calls upon the US to assIst the territorial Government in the diversification and sustainability of 
the economy.2 

Now, if you �c�~�n�s�i�d�e�r� these three positions, there is likely no inhibiting disagreement about any 
of them. AmerIcan Samoa wants political and economic advancement. The US does not want the 
UN encroaching upon its sovereignty regarding US territories. The UN would like to see more 
rapid progress on self determination in the non-self governing territories. 

Even if there is a legal question on UN authority in this regard, that should not prohibit efforts on 
the primary objectives of advancing the political and economic interests and maturation of 
American Samoa. Furthermore, the UN is not ordering administering states to settle the political 
status of these territories; hence the legal issue seems premature at least. 

Finally, American Samoa's formal political status is probably in the distant future as we have 
experienced from the political status determination of the former UN Trust Territories and other 
US Possessions. These are protracted processes. Even when American Samoa's final political 
status is determined, however, it is likely to be some form of integration with the US. That has 
been the popular preference for the last four decades, although it has never been established by 
plebiscite. (The other two UN political status categories for self governance are a sovereign 
independent state, or free association with an independent state.) 

Therefore, there is really nothing to prevent American Samoa, the United Nations and the �
United States from cooperating in the overall objective of moving American Samoa �
forward on a path to greater local autonomy, self governance, and economic development. �

We have explained to the Special Committee over the years that American Samoa has a modern 
democratic government modelled largely after the US and its state governments with legislative, 
executive and judicial branches. However, this American Samoa government exists largely at the 
pleasure of US Congress through the Executive office. According to American Samoa's 
Constitution the legislature may pass legislation on subjects of local application, but, as with the 
states, it is prohibited from approving legislation that is inconsistent with the laws of the United 
States applicable in American Samoa or laws which conflict with treaties or international 
agreements of the United States. The US Secretary of the Interior appoints a Chief Justice of 
American of 



promote the well-being of the inhabitants of these territories �t�~� ensure, with .due respect for the 
culture of the peoples concerned, their political, economic, SOCIal, and educatIOnal advancement, 
their just trel3igw7.0172re 



... .... .. '.­

Yet, even as we speak, there is no long term solution to 



We are also persuaded that this could easily be done without infringing on the authority of the 
US over its territories. 

I know we all appreciate the dedication and accomplishments of the Special Committee of 24, 
the generosity of our administering states, and the complexity of the decolonization issue. 
However, our Government believes it is time to begin persuading administering states that this is 
serious business, and should not be permitted to drag on for additional decades. We understand 
that they have many important issues to deal with, but completing the process of decolonization 
is important as well. 

Like much else of high importance, it is largely a matter of political will. Our Governor suggests 
that among the recommendations to the UN General Assembly from this meeting be one that: 
1. � Urges the administering states to rededicate their efforts to progress on the important matter �

of decolonization, especially at a time when the spread of freedom and democracy hangs in �
the balance in much of the world. �

2. � Urges administering states to submit reports of progress annually on their respective non self­
governing states according to a format, criteria and benchmarks established by the Special 
Committee. 

3. � Urges the administering states to cooperate with the Special Committee in assessing the 
effects of their actions on non self-governing territories and their political, economic and 
environmental advancement to some formal decolonized status. 

Governor Togiola again extends his invitation to the Special Committee of 24, or a delegation 
thereof, to visit American Samoa in the near future. 

Thank you again for this opportunity. 

Sotfita. 
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