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Ladies and Gentlemen, I submit to you that the handling of Turks and Caicos for the last 
two years, branded as DIRECT RULE, by the British Government, resoundingly makes 
the case for the Eradication of Colonialism. 

Addressing the Special Committee, re: Advancing decolonization, on February 24, 
2011, Secretary General Ban Ki-moon noted that, II The completion of the process of 
decolonization will require the concerted efforts of all concerned: first and foremost, the 
Special Committee, the administering Powers, and the peoples in the Non-Self­
Governing Territories. Dialogue aimed at improving cooperation between the Special 
Committee and the administering Powers continues to be of utmost importance." 

We in the Territory are truly grateful that we are not being left to our little selves to 
desire such illusions as self-determination, and I personally offer thanks for this very 
opportunity to look at goals and expected accomplishments in this "Third International 
Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism." 



Let's Examine ­

1. 	The Interim Constitution has removed all sense of Democracy. The Governor 
has absolute authority. Even with his appointed Advisory Council and 
Consultative Forum in place, he is under no obligation to follow their advice or 
suggestion. This is initiating and 



."" 


9. 	 It has become increasingly obvious that there is little or no intent on the part of 
the Interim GovernmenUBritish Administration to listen to the voice of the 
indigenous people of the TCI. Every decision is prefaced with claims of 
corruption and the actions of the previous Administration, so as to cast blame. 
The UK has been at the helm of Government for one year and ten months 
and must now accept responsibility for that time of their administration. 

10. While the initial reasons given for the British occupation may have seemed good, 
the approach was certainly a regrettable one. Serious harm has been done to the 
economy; the confidence of the populace is at an all time low; and the chorus 
chanted is that "corruption has simply changed colour" (from the local black 
Government, to the Interim white Government) - appalling at best. Many of its 
previous well-wishers are now regretting that they asked for the British 
intervention, while silently the other Territories wonders, who is next? 

While preparing this document, in and throughout Turks and Caicos, the proposed 2011 
draft Constitution was being debated with FCO personnel on TCI soil, May 16 - 19, 
2011. However, the FCO's initial plan to exclude and deny Providenciales a town hall 
meeting sprung outrage among residence, the center for business activity and where 
majority of the people of the Turks and Caicos live. Only after this was voiced abroad 
and throughout the length and breadth of the Turks and Caicos and obviously became 
an embarrassment to the UK, were last minute plans made for a town hall meeting 
being broadcast live via TV and Radio. 

The entire document was and is being rejected by the People of the Turks and Caicos 
with a resounding call for the return of the 2006 Constitution which was suspended in 
2009. The major reason is that the 2006 document demonstrated a shared 
responsibility and a progressive people, as opposed to the 2011 proposed Constitution 
which is punitive at best, returns major power to the Governor even-though it 
encapsulates the celebrated 2006 document. 

The matter of governance ought to be left to the full democratic process to correct. Ever 
since 1799, Turks and Caicos along with the Bahamas, Bermuda and Jamaica, has had 
the right to legislate for themselves. As such, one of the Political Parties in the Turks 
and Caicos Islands, in its call for a progressive constitution, has made it clear that it 
intends to pursue Independence. 

Proposals for the Territories: 

./ 	Leaders within the Territories must carefully determine that it will pursue two and 
a half to three years for educating its people on the benefits, advantages and 
disadvantages of self determination and what that mean for the Territory. 
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./ 	Create for itself a standing Constitution Commission that will look at the ever 
changing needs of its society as it relates to the Constitution, 

./ 	Create a Committee on Foreign Affairs, Diplomatic and/or Protocol 
office/Committee to begin to focus as become necessary along these lines, 

./ 	Create for itself a Paramilitary core of a size and remit of its own choosing . 

./ 	Ensure alongside these, are institution that become pillars of the Society as they 
relate to Finances and the Economy, Laws and Education, etc., 

./ 	With the assistance of the United Kingdom and the United Nations, determine the 
best way forward for its legal tender, and where necessary make tentative or 
formal agreements for use of the same, 

./ 	Determine a means of measurement visible to all, that the "milestones" have 
been achieved, and that the Territory has the means to sustain itself throughout 
its future. 

Proposal for the United Kingdom: 

.:. 	 Demonstrate recognition of and for the rights of its Territories and their people to 
Self determination, 

.:. 	 Work in tandem with the Territory toward this inevitability, 

.:. 	 Create in conjunction with the Territory and the United Nations a written charter 
signed by the tripartite for the express purpose, 

.:. 	 As a goodwill gesture, fill the post of Attomey General with a residing QC in the 
various territories, or allow (as desired) by some territories that such a post is 
filled by a successful candidate for the House of Assembly. If the AG is by 
elected office then the DPP should be a local QC, 

• 	 Make available study and/or attachment opportunities for Territorial indigenous 
persons filling these new posts. 

Proposal for the United Nations: 

• 	 While the effort and activities has gone a long way, I believe more can be done to 
obtain complete eradication of colonialism. 
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