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(i)Future constitutional reform 
It is worth analysing the differences in the constitutional provisions and devolved powers of 
the territories and considering whether these differences can be reduced. The following list is 
not exhaustive, but it does provide some guidance as to where further devolution of power 
might take place. 

• � End the role of the Governor in chairing the local Cabinet or Executive Council of loce png 



Turks and Caicos Islands, and maintaining those standards consistently over the medium to 
long term. Without such action the UK government will be reluctant to devolve further 
powers. So the territories must take steps to consolidate and in some cases improve the ways 
in which local governance systems operate. 

(ii) Local reform 
Most of the territories are faced with governance challenges that relate to their small size. For 
example, 'close communities with personal or extended family relationships between officials 
and citizens, and small legislatures with a lack of separation of duties and membership 
between the executive and the elected assembly' (National Audit Office, 2007, 31). Further, 
some lack a developed civil society and a vibrant media, both of which can reduce the level 
of checks and balances on the executive. In addition the very limited electoral franchise in 
many territories helps to distort the political and democratic process. The source of this 
problem is the special immigration status that exists, called 'Belonger' (or its equivalent), 
which only applies to certain members of the permanent resident population. Those that have 
'Belonger' status have the right to vote; other residents do not. As a consequence the 
franchise is much restricted. For example, in the Cayman Islands only about 30 percent of the 
population are registered to vote, while in the Turks and Caicos Islands the figure is 





• � The undertaking of public 


