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Written Statement of American Samoa Government

For the Honorable Togiola T.A. Tulafono
— . _

By Toetasi Fue Tuiteleleapaga, Governor’s Chief Legal Counsel
United Nations Pacific Regional Seminar Special Committee of 24

Quito, Ecuador, 30 May to 1 June 2012

Honorable Chairman, Members of the Special Committee of 24, Ladies and

Gentlemen: thank you for the invitation to address you here today on
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statement today on behalf of our Governor, the Honorable Togiola T.A.
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celebrations in neighbouring Samoa.

Governor Togiola Tulafono expresses his deep regrets at being unable to
attend this seminar, as it is his last as the Territory’s seventh popularly elected
Governor. This seminar marks the tenth occasion that Governor Togiola has

had the opportunity to provide American Samoa’s position on our status as a









This type of thinking encourages more than just thoughts towards greater self

governance, it encourages critical discussion and an exchange of ideas as to where
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Over the past several years, American Samoa has tried, with little success to
promote our unique and special circumstances which often leave us on the outside
looking in. Such situations have resulted in undesirable results for the Territory as
a whole with regard to air passenger and air cargo service to and from our islands.
The general rules that work for the country do not always take into consideration
what is best for a territory that is so far isolated from the rest of the country that its
needs and requirements represent the perfect instance for waiver from rules whose

intent is protection. Also, with regard to certain education programs — where

aric na peedsdha ﬂmikgﬁ.&a“bﬁ,mnﬁﬂwﬁ A mo-igrp, | 1

Samoa, along with other territories have been categorically excluded.




economy is hampered by limited resources which inherently pit the interests of a
tiny remote island against the needs of several hundred million US Citizens. The

result of this state of affairs is that American Samoa’s interests and the
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Conclusion
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