


UN Seminar Speech

Mr Chairman

In the name of the Government and people of Gibraltar | want to thank the Government of

Ecuador for hosting this seminar.

I wish to remind delegates of the history of the process of decolonisation for my country at
the UN.
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The UN Charter and the Declaration of Human Rights created the International basis for the
decolonisation process which is still unfinished business, as we are constantly reminded by
successive Secretary Generals of the organisation.
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The continued existence of the list is the reason for this seminar. This meeting takes place
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in fulfilling the Charter requirement to exercise their self-determination. For as long as even
one country is left on the list, your task is not complete. Being on the list and having a legal
entitlement to self-determination is one and the same thing.

In 1964 all the elected leaders in Gibraltar declared that the soil of Gibraltar belonged to no-
one but the people of Gibraltar, that the people of Gibraltar did not wish to pass under the
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Kingdom in the south of Iberia. A Celtic settlement.
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After the Incas had taken over in Quito in 1462, the Duke of Medina Sidonia expelled the
Moors from Gibraltar. The Queen of Castile, Isabella, later took Gibraltar from the Duke in
1502. It was only then, for the first time, that we came under Spanish sovereignty.

32 years later, in 1534, we formed part, therefore, of the State which sent Pizarro to
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The concept of sovereignty in 16™ century Europe was not what it is today, although Spain
does not seem to have noticed the change in the intervening 400 years.

Quito belonged to the Spanish monarch, as did Gibraltar, after they were both taken in
battle as spoils of war. They were the monarch’s private personal property, to keep or give
away as she pleased, irrespective of what the peoples in the territories wanted or believed.

In 1704 another battle, in one of the many territorial wars in Europe, resulted in the Dutch
and the English taking Gibraltar in a war between the Austrians and the French to decide



of Ecuador doing so after a mere 190 years, whatever resolutions may be cooked up at the

UN, telling us what we have to do in our country, with our future, and the future of our
children.

But we have not come to this seminar to hear history lessons. It's about the future we
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