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Attitudes towards the present constitutional relationshin

From the UK government, the view is that the constitutional position is largely
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have been agreed for all the territories except for Anguilia,

For the territories the picture is mixed. In the BVI, the Cayman Islands, and

Montserrat there is general safisfaction with the status que.

However, in Anguilla and the TCI the rhetoric against the constitutional link is
quite critical. Premier Rufus Ewing in the TCI has talked of independence, but

in a rather non-committal way.

In Anguilla, Chief Minister Hubert Hughes has called for complete internal self-

government, and more recently full independence. In April 2013 Hughes said he

wanted a referendum by the end of the year to consider two options: “complete
internal seli-government or independence”. Note, moderate reform was not

offered as an option.

What should we make of the suggested referendum? First, it is not at all certa;
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that a vote will be take place. Second, if 2 vote is held it is unlikely that
independence will be [avoured. Rather, the most likely result — support for
complete self-government — could be used as a bargaining chip in an atfempt to
pressurise the UK government to devolve significant new powers in any new

constitution. So far the UK has not been prepared to accept such changes uniess

a terrifory decides on a stage-by-stage process fo indenendence



Future decolonisation prospects

From the outset it can be stated that neither the UK nor the territories want a
closer and more formal constitutional relationship that might involve direct

representation for the territories in the UK parliament.

Similarlv. the possibilitv of indenendepee Znpcarsonliagadictay poseibilyy

despite recent talk in Anguilia.

‘Then what about free association? As intimated above the UK has Little
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