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Biography
Roch Wamytan is a Kanak politician and traditional chief advocating Independence
for New Caledonia; he was born on 13 December 1950 in Noumea and has four children. He
is a member of the Caledonian Union (Union Calédonienne) and the Kanak and Socialist
Front for National Liberation (FLNKS-Front de Liberation National Kanak et Socialiste).
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Caledonia responsible for Customary Affairs (1999 — 2001 and 2002-2004) and, President of
the FLNKS group in the Congress of New Caledonia (1989 — 1995, 2009 - 2011).
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Advisory Customary Council of its customary region, the Djubea-Kapone region.

Mr. Julien Boanemoi currently represents the Caledonian Union in the political office

of the FLNKS. He is also the deputy secretary of the Caledonian Union. In addition, he is
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Text

Introduction

Your Excellency Mr. Chairman,
Distinguished Members of the Special Committee on Decolonization,
Distinguished Representatives of Ecuador,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let me begin by congratulating you, Mr. Chairman, on your election and that of
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We are gathered today, as we near the end of the first quarter of the Third Decade for
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New Caledonia was reinstated on the UN list of countries to be decolonized in 1986. It

is now entering a critical phase of the decolonization process introduced by the Noumea




the other anti-Independence. This is a maneuver that can be described as the well-known
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We will conclude by submitting to you our fears for the future but also our hopes and

expectations, and the solutions that could be implemented with your support.

Because for us today it is a matter of finding solutions so that, on the one hand, the

colonized people can exercise its right to self-determination and Independence in accordance
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future country together.




The electorate for the provincial elections is different from the electorate for the vote

on the attainment of full sovereignty, which is the subject of Article 218° of the Organic Law.

The provincial elections are, however, of great importance in the decolonization
process under way in New Caledonia because, for the electoral process on accession to full
sovereignty to be organized by the territory of New Caledonia in 2014, it is required that 3/5™
of the members of Congress so decide. Should Congress fail to raise this qualified majority, it

is the French State which will organize the vote on accession to full sovereignty as from 2018.
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date of the election.

Il. Periods spent outside New Caledonia to perform national service, for study or training, or for family
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The independence referendum has been asked for by the pro Independence group since
their first independence claim (1975). But the State has constantly put it off, claiming that the
country was not ready. So from one agreement to another, the electorate for the referendum
has been expanded. FLNKS has accepted many concessions. But today's conflicting
interpretations are ushering in disturbing trends. The French Governments® intentions
concealed behind virginal neutrality and relayed by those of the anti-independence factions,

who are becoming increasingly strident, are continuously pushing further for the expansion of
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of New Caledonia.

In case of a tie in the Administrative Commission, the President shall have the casting vote,

The Commission may consult with one or more representatives appointed by the custom, according to uses
recognized, having their domicile in the town and enjoying their electoral rights.
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intents and investigations.
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The purpose of these committees is to consider all applications made by persons
wishing to be included in the special electoral list and to decide if they can be added to it or

not.

Please allow me to provide you with some examples of procedural problems and
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administrative review comunittees for the special electoral roll:
» FLNKS delegates are always a minority : indeed each committee is composed of five
persons, chaired by a judge of the judiciary designated by the First President of the
Court of Cassation, on which also sits a representative who is a registered voter

nominated by the FLNKS. Decisions are made by a majority process. However, the
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In addition, it seems very important to add that, as regards the special electorate for the
vote on the country’s accession to full sovereignty, supposed to take place between 2014 and
2018, and which 1s defined differently from the special electorate for provincial elections,

work has not started on producing this list. The French Government is not providing us with
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should be remembered that Point 5 of the Noumea Accord specifies that this vote, taking the
form of a question to be answered, will focus on "the transfer to New Caledonia of the
sovereignty powers, access to international status of full responsibility and the evolution of

citizenship into nationality."
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France will do everything possible to prevent our countries attaining full sovereignty:
aftempts to neutralize and to destabilize pro-Independence political parties and national
liberation movements, killings of pro-Independence leaders, manipulation and destabilization

practices tried and tested in former French colonies. ‘Frangafrique’ is an example.

In this regard, a ‘Truth Committee’ was established following the 30 anniversary of
the assassination of Pierre Declercq, the Secretary-General of the Caledonian Union, in 1981.

The descendants of several people murdered in New Caledonia during the so-called "Events"

period expressed their desire to know the truth about the murder of their father, grandfather,
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New Caledonian citizens to whom the Kanak People has reached out to build a free and

The goal is clear, it is to populate New Caledonia (in line with Prime Minister
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At present, we entertain doubts and are assuming, and this needs to be verified, that
the colonial settlement which is still ongoing from mainland France is a "deliberate" form of
colonial settlement. This would mean that some people, who arrive, especially for positions in
the public service, are encouraged to come to New Caledonia because they meet the criteria to

be able to vote in the poll on the accession of the territory to full sovereignty.



keeps its sovereign powers in New Caledonia, and all the more so as Oceania is considered as

the new center of the world®.

4. New Caledonia is a Pacific Island, France is European.

Recently, a symposium organized by the French Senate in Paris in January 2013
reconfirmed the French interest in the French Pacific territories. It is now recognized that the
Pacific has become the center of global growth, with a huge potential that can meet the

challenges of the 21 century (energy, raw materials, food).

The future now rotates around the development of marine resources which are
becoming strong employment providers through biodiversity, fisheries, mining of rare earths

(yvielding rare metals used in the manufacture of computers, tablets, Smartphones, lasers, solar

“panels, radars and missiles).
2

part of the world in conjunction with French public and private companies including, for
example the TOTAL oil company through gas projects in Papua New Guinea or those already
operating New Caledonia and Polynesia. France also defends its own interests by using the

French territories as a bridgehead or support base.
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the results of future votes to be in its favor, hence the maneuvers on the special electoral

bodies and the perpetuation of "selected" colonial settlement.

We would therefore like a more significant and more direct intervention from the UN
regarding oversight of the Noumea Accord, both in terms of its application and from the point

of view of the many traps that betray it in spirit and in practice.
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New Caledonia will be still under UN supervision and that New Caledonia will not be
removed from the list. Because we believe that this is an option being seriously considered
and worked on by France in the event of failure of the referendum. Thus, as a precautionary
and safety measure, would it not be a possibility to guarantee that the FI.NKS obtain the
status of NLM (National Liberation Movement) within the UN? This question arises when we
witness attempts by the State to try and minimize, at every opportunity, the legitimacy of the

FLNKS, as was the case during the last signatories committee meeting in December 2012.
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