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For example, and perhaps most important to many American Samoans, has
f‘in the nratestan af enr ~vlfiracnd rho nrntardan ~F atmegenel 1aad —

the Deeds of Cession of 1900 for Tutuila and Aunu’y, and 1904 for the Manu’a
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institutions:

As noted above, American Samoa has come some considerable distance since
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1slands to the United States, which accepted the Deeds of Cession by Act of
Congress in 1929.

We adopted a constitutional form of government in 1960, and then our current
Revised Constitution of American Samoa in 1967, which was approved by the
then-Secretary of Interior. Notwithstanding, our government conunues to
exist by virtue of delegation of authority from the President of the Uhited
States, to the U.S. Department of Interior, and thence unto us.
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the approval of the Secretary of Interior, and our Constitution cannot be
amended without the approval of Congress, despite Congress never having
approved our Constitution to begin with. The Sectetary of Intetior continues
to appoint the senior members of our Judiciary.
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under the U.S. Constitution (such as the citizenship case now pending in
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concrete protections, the fact we live under a delegation of authority from
Washington, D.C., will haunt us \mth the possibilities of action being taken
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United States and a lbw'wage country, with environmental and occupational
safety laws at lower standards than those mandated for the United States (and
American Samoa), then the result is to make American Samoa less Cornpeutwe
relative to its peers.

We tecognize that the economic dilemma we face points up the need for the
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~ suppott of our administering power, it is our goal to address these issues in the
near future. :
The way forward:’ s
Throughout its long relationship with the Umtcd States, the administering
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our growth and developmient. At no point in time has the United States acted
_contrary to the expressed wishes of the people of American Samoa. Whena

constimtional form of. government was the will of the people, it happened.
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