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Minister for International Investment for

HM Government of Gibraltar, to the United Nations
Special Committee in FIJI on Thursday 22nd May
2014 ;




Gazstte on the 10 Qctober, the day it came into operation and created the newly

déco[onised nation, Fiji.

One new feature in our present Constitufion is that Har Majesty is a part of the
Government of Gibraltar, as the Head of State of our country.
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Article 30 of the 1970 Independence Constitution of Fiji, in similar fashion, provided
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C24 did not accept Spain's argument then and has never accepted it since. The

committee acknowledged that there was a dispute between the UK and Spain and

suggested they should try to resalve their differences, but declared at the same time

that the decolonisation Resolution was fully applicable both to the territory and to the
people of Gibraltar. There is only one way that it can be fuily applicable and that is, if

- the pecple, and only the people, determine th& future of the territory.

Spain accepts Gibraltar is a colonial teritory but claims we are not a colonial people

and therefore we are not able to exercise our free will in choosing the decolonisation
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These seminars were created to listen fo the aspirations, wishes and views of the
peoples of the non-self-governing territories. Yet every year Spain comes here fo tell
the seminar that we have no international rights and no country that we can call our

own. They ask you to support their absurd distortion of international law claiming
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state was in Gibraltar's case, intended by the United Nations to apply retrospectively 7

to 1704, when the territorial integrity of Spain was disrupted by a war.

All of us in this room know, distinguished delegates, that it is only their constant

lobbying that allows Spain to get away with this nonsense, so let me give the
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in aarh nne of the lisfad tarrtores pothing alsa h@q_arpﬂhim.wﬁi fh;gmk.m‘
the Special Committee. -
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Nat ta increase the level of self-government we Gibraltarians, already have, but to {
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country and in Catalufia, where there is less self-government than in algra'tar,

;
though we are under colonial rule. Little wonder then that they refuse to accept the ’

results of our two referendums separated by 35 years and producing a 98% rejection

of their offer of integration. In Spain, the Catalans are being told they are not even

permitted to try and organise a referendum, let alone expect the resuits to be 1
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