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1. Executive Summary

This paper analyses the current state of relations between the United Kingdom (UK} government and
its Overseas Territories, with a particular focus on the Caribbean territories, Bermuda and St Helena.
Over the last two decades the general approach of successive UK governments towards its overseas
territories and the decolonization agenda has remained fairly constant. Both Labour and
Conservative administrations have made significant efforts to engage with the territories and offer
them further, albeit limited, constitutional autonomy. Consequently, every territory under
discussion here with the exception of Anguilla has adopted recently a new Constitution. But the UK
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+ The disagreements between the Turks and Caicos Islands Government and the UK authorities ’
over the strengthened 2012 Constitution. '




borrowing limits. In St Helena, meanwhile, the UK does not allow the government to borrow funds.

So it is clear that the level of economic oversight of the territories has increased. The Coalition
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people? !

Before answering this question | would like to provide some background to the Belonger issue.
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generic way because territories use different terminology: Caymanian; Montserratian; Bermudian;
Turks and Caicos istander) is eranted to thgse jndividuals who are seen to have particularlv strong
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Increasing the number of residents who have Belonger status is as we have seen very sensitive, and
there are good reasons why thls issue shoufd be dealt wuth ina dellcate manner. Belongers are fearful
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chénges are in the gift of the territories, and this power is a key illustration of their autonomy.
However this should not mean change should not happen - in a carefully managed way. Residents
that have lived in a territory for @ number of years and have made a significant contribution to it
should be given an easier route to Belonger-status. That would be good for democracy and would
hopefully lessen some of the tensions within the territories in relation to xenophobia and equal
access to services.

5. Conclusion

Signifirant effarts have beengpade in recent years hy hnth the tevritnrirs and the UK ta iranrove the

standard of political and economic governance. Progress has certainly been made; but problems -
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