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Mister	President,



	
	

It	 is	 generally	 agreed	 that	 in	 the	 agriculture	 sector	 specifically	 there	 is	 an	 identified	 need	 to	
complement	Suriname’s	labor	force	with	laborers	from	abroad.	Already,	a	large	share	of	agriculture-
field	 labor	 is	performed	by	migrants,	and	the	Surinamese	Government	supports	the	arrival	of	even	
more	migrants	to	meet	the	labor	needs.	
	
The	importance	of	migrants	cannot	be	emphasized	enough.	Migrants	make	positive	and	significant	
contributions	 to	 economic	 and	 social	 development	 in	 their	 host	 societies	 and	 to	 global	 wealth	
creation,	through	either	remittances,	investments,	innovation,	brain	gain,	transfer	of	knowledge	and	
technological	and	financial	spillovers.	
	
The	 perception	 of	 migration	 as	 a	 driver	 for	 development	 is	 still	 being	 seen	 as	 a	 new	 concept.	
However,	 for	 countries	 with	 weak	 institutional	 and	 human	 capacity,	 migrants	 can	 provide	 these	
countries	with	highly	qualified	and	much	needed	labor	force.	Therefore,	it	is	important	to	integrate	
migration	policies	into	our	development	strategies,	and	also	take	into	account	the	importance	of	the	
diaspora	and	the	linkage	to	migrants.	
	
The	 Surinamese	 diaspora	 plays	 an	 important	 role	 in	 the	 country’s	 ambitions	 for	 sustainable	
development	and	its	members	are	becoming	more	important	with	their	contributions	to	growth	in	
skills,	 knowledge,	 trade	and	 investment.	Acknowledging	 that	 the	diaspora	 is	 a	 significant	 resource	
for	contributing	to	the	economic	and	social	development,	the	Government	passed	and	promulgated	
in	2014	a	 law	 that	 specifically	 aims	at	 facilitating	persons	of	 Surinamese	origin.	 This	 enable	 them,	
among	 others,	 to	 obtain	 a	 Diaspora	 Document	 to	 travel	 freely	 to	 Suriname	 with	 minimal	
administrative	measures.	


