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With regard to this, we would like to highlight the progress 
achieved in the overall standard of living of the population, 
as demonstrated by the Human Development Index, which 
has increased from 0.60 in 1994 to  0.70 in 2013. This 
represents an increase of 10 points over the course of the 
implementation period of the Cairo Action Plan.

And this is only the start, as we have taken on the 
commitment to invest in our people. 38 out of every 100 
Dominicans are between 10 and 29 years old. We must do 
everything we can so that the country can take advantage of 
the great asset for development that the demographic 
dividend represents.



substantial investment in improving obstetrics and 
gynaecology units throughout the country. And we can confirm 



Ladies and Gentlemen,

We are convinced that education is one of the best ways to raise people's 
self-esteem and self-realisation, particularly young people.

Recently, the Dominican Republic signed a National Pact for High-Quality 
Education, which is also a pact for young people and their development, in 
accordance with the objectives of the Cairo Action Plan.

Our objective is that all Dominican children have a guaranteed right to 
high-quality education, through the implementation of inclusive public 
policies, such as extending the school day and making school meals 
universal.

In addition, the Government has launched the Quisqueya Empieza Contigo 
initiative (the nation begins with you), which will give an unprecedented 
boost to early years education and support for our children. Our goal is that 
thousands of children can break the cycle of poverty which condemns 
them from their early years to undernourishment and all manner of 
deprivation.

We have already launched a broad plan to construct children's and 
community centres in order to ensure that there is support and care for our 
little ones from the outset, as well as support for families in their 
childrearing needs.

Friends,

From Cairo to now, our country has also made progress in terms of living 
standards, the recognition of rights and respect for women. We have made 
rapid progress in improving the recognition of rights and respect for 
women, which have resulted in achievements in gender equality, in access 
to education at all levels, and significant improvements in equal 
employment opportunities for women.

However, we still have many areas to address in the work we are doing, 
including the eradication of gender-based violence, which continues to be a 
shameful blemish to which there can only be one response: zero tolerance.



service of the people and not the other way round.

Please be assured that we will continue to work tirelessly to guarantee the 
rights of our population, improve their quality of life and achieve 
development based on respect, tolerance and peaceful co-existence.

Thank you very much


