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Mr. Chairman,
Distinguished Ministers,
Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen.

It is a great honor for me to address, on behalf of Kazakhstan, the General
Assembly on the follow up to the Programme of Action of the historic
International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) beyond 2014.
Twenty years ago, back in 1994, Kazakhstan, together with 178 other countries,
endorsed the ICPD Programme of Action (PoA). We are also at the most
significant juncture in UN's history, when following the 15-year successful
trajectory of the Millennium Development Goals, we are now about to usher the
post-2015 era of sustainable development. This is a once-in-a-generation
opportunity for us to determine the future of more than 7 billion people of the
world, and while we forge global policies and strategies, we have to take
cognizance of effective action at the national level, which collectively will create
new momentum across nations.

We are now in a position to review the achievements made by the country
and to discuss future priorities related to Kazakhstan's population and
development, as part of a multilateral effort.

Kazakhstan has made significant progress since 1994, reaching the target of
MDGI on Eradication of Extreme Poverty and Hunger in 2007. This year, we can
report on achieving MDG5 in terms of decreasing maternal mortality from 55 per
100,000 live births in 1999 to 12.6 in 2013, registering a reduction by more than
three quarters. Strides were also made in implementing the ICPD Agenda, and its
Programme ofAction remains highly relevant for us, as in all other countries.

In accordance with the Agenda, Kazakhstan national policy is focused on
increasing investments in the protection and fostering capabilities of our children,
adolescents, and youth, especially girls and young women, in accordance with




