
Population
STATEMENT

Remarks of His Excellency,
Tommy E. Remengesau, Jr.

President of the Republic of Palau

Good Afternoon everyone.

I am honored to be here today representing my country Palau and the Pacific Islands Forum as its
current Chair.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
I applaud the work of the United Nations Population Fund especially in the context of the
Program of Action. The focus of the UNPF on the well-being of individuals and the focus
on the interrelationship between population, human rights, sustainable development and
economic growth is certainly relevant to all developing, and for that matter, developed
nations.

I am probably one of your more unlikely speakers today, as my small island developing country
has, over the past decade, achieved a near no-growth rate, has achieved the Millennium
Development Goals and has demonstrated



Ladies and Gentlemen, while we can work around the clock analyzing the various aspects of
international response to population increase, until we face the ultimate issue of population, we
are simply rowing our canoes in an endless circle.

I often wonder why we all do not just come out and say it. We need to come to terms with
population growth or a global disaster will find us all. If our populations stop growing,
greenhouse gasses will decline. If our populations stop growing, we can implement real
sustainable development that does not have to endlessly chase percentage increases ofeconomic
growth. If our populations stop growing, we can magically improve the human condition,
protect human rights, reduce regional conflict, moderate biodiversity loss, protect our children,
improve medical capacity, ensure food security, raise mortality rates, reduce migration and
wisely plan for our national, regional and global futures.

Now of course this is possibly the greatest challenge that we can face as the race of humans on
this planet, greater than climate change, greater than international conflict, greater even, than
poverty. For reducing population impacts them all. But it is the primary challenge that will
directly impact all ofour other challenges

I therefore


