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Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Secretary-General,

Mr. Executive Director,

Excpllenrins ,

Distinguished NGO Representatives,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my special honour and satisfaction to greet this important meeting on behalf of the
Republic of Serbia. The improvement of the living conditions and well-being of all people that the
Programme of Action of the Intemational Conference on Population and Development has dealt
with for 20 years is just as compelling and relevant today as it was at the time when the
Programme was adopted.

The Cairo Principles set down the direction for United Nations Member States to go in their
activity. The fact that the exercise of human rights and dignity, age and gender equality,
empowerment of women, protection of reproductive health and rights and the right. to education for
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We re-affirm by this meeting the validity of the universally recognized rights on behalf of
the peoples and countries that we represent. The world has changed during these 20 years. The
values that we believe in have remained the same, but not the problems that we are faced with.
Achieving the goals of the Programme of Action is only a precondition for a life worthy of man
irrespective of his national or reliaious belonaina. aender. aae or material status.
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In its fervid struggle to better the living conditions of the population, the Government of the

Raniihlic of Sarhia ie heina aiven nnetintina ciinnort hvy tha LINFPA Office in Serhia anened in




fact that the worker-to-retiree ratio in Serbia today is one to one. 30 years ago the ratio was four to
one.
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old people The Councul on Agelng and the Old Age Affalrs was establlshed in 2007 as an expert
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and the adaptation of mtemattonal pohcues and strategles To focus public attentlon on problems
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