= 4 5



-2

Not only must we ensure these rights and protections, but we must address

the reality that women and children are also bearing the brunt of increasingly

Women and children are receiving barbaric treatment at the hands of ISIL,

:
!

Torms of sexual and physical violence. Unmarried Iraqi girls and women

have been forcibly transported to Syria either to be gifted to ISIL fighters, or
sold as sex slaves and there are reports that an ‘office’ for sale of abducted

women has opened in Mosul city. !

It is 178 days® since 273 girls were kidnapped by Boko Haram in Nigeria;

And we are seeing increasing rates of early and forced marriage as a
response to displacement and insecurity, with reports that rates of child

marriage have increased alarmingly in some Syrian refugee populations.’
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continue to progress the ICDP agenda, and that we can be even more

ambitious in our aspirations under the Programme of Action.
MTr President,

Australia’s commitment to women’s economic empowerment and
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Australia, and internationally, through our diplomacy and our aid.

Australia has set a benchmark for our aid program committing that at least
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We are also prioritizing maternal and child health and family planning in our

aid program.




