


Mr. President,

Malta welcomes



Furthermore, any development agenda that aims at individual and collective well-being and sus-
tainability has to guarantee dignity and human rights to all individuals. Malta believes that devel
opment and human rights are intrinsically interrelated, to this end Malta considers a move towards
a human rights-based approach to development cooperation as a positive development. Such an
approachhelps respect, protect, and fulfill human rights universally.

Mr. President,

Theprogress in the livelihood of people since the adoption of the Programme of Action can easily
be seen. These tangible results include the advancement of the status of women. Most societies
now acknowledge and are workingtowards improving women's full participation in all sectors of
society. For example the ICPD helped us promote the importance of economically independent
women and their role in decision making particularly political participation as a meansof enabling
development and healthier societies.

Thanks to the ICPD we havealsoseen an increase in the rate of education, also as a means of pro
moting development, gender equality and changing gender stereotypes and discriminatory atti
tudes.

In the past 20 years we have seen a decrease in extreme poverty. Therehave also been significant
reductions in maternal deaths and an improvement in skilled birth attendance. Havingsaid that we
are still not there yet and more needs to be done.

Mr. President,

The world is passing through difficult and challenging times. The prevalence of poverty, climate
change, diseases like malaria and HIV/Aids, the Ebola pandemic, terrorism, natural diseases, the
trafficking of persons particularly women T j 
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Malta continues to hold the view that any discussion of rights and services in connection with
reproductive health cannot take place outside the framework of one of the most fundamental of
human rights - the right to life. Malta strongly believes that the right to life extends to the un
born child from the moment of conception, and that therefore the use of abortion as a means of
resolving health or social problems is a denial of that right.

It is within this framework ofhuman rights - the right to life - that Malta has in these last twenty


