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Excellencies,

Mr. Secretary-General,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Twenty years ago, at the landmark International Conference on
Population and Development (ICPD) in Cairo, our Governments affirmed
that population is not about numbers; it's about people. They reached
consensus on a Programme of Action to trainsform the quality of life for
all, to expand human choices, and to achieve economic growth and
sustainable development.

Today, we recall and reaffirm the historic goals and objectives of the
1994 Cairo Conference to better prepare for the future we want. A
future where people can realize their aspirations, where their human
rights are respected, their well-being and dignity are supported and our
environment is protected for this generation and for generations to
come.

This Special Session marks the culmination of the 20-year review of the
implementation of the Programme of Action of the ICPD and its foUow-
up beyond 2014. The results of the ICPD Beyond 2014 review show that
our countries have made considerable progress in implementing the
Cairo Programme of Action during the past two decades.

It is impossible to speak of this progress without acknowledging the
leadership provided by governments, and the contribution of civil
society, including religious communities, youth groups, women's
organizations and many others.



We must also recognize the decisions of parents to educate their
children, especially girls about the full and effective enjojnnent of all
their human rights, and to foster an environment of equality between
their sons and daughters so that they csin reach their highest potential
and live in dignity free from

and



Poverty, discrimination, as well as income and wealth inequality
threaten economic growth, the well-being of individuals, societies, and
our planet, and are relevant to the discussions at tomorrow's Climate
Summit and the general debate that follows. These common challenges
should be addressed in the Post-2015 Development Agenda.

Excellencies,

The ICPD



We must build on lessons learned and maintain the momentum.

Together with the Millennium Development Goals, the ICPD9d


