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1.8 Refugees and migrants in large movements often face a desperate ordeal. Many take great risks to reach
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causes of forced displacement, helping to create more favourable conditions in countries of origin. Meeting
today a year after our adoption of the 2030 Agenda, and in direct follow-up to it, we pledge to realize the full
potential of that Agenda for refugees and migrants.

We welcome the extremely valuable report from the Secretary-General, entitled “In Safety and Dignity:
Addressing Large Movements of Refugees and Migrants”, which was published in May 2016 (pursuant to GA

Decision A/70/L. 34) in preparatlon for thls H|gh Level Meetmg We-Fee&LL&Ise—the-ee;mbutlen&made-by—the

We favour a new approach to addressing forced displacement and protracted crises which would not only
deal with immediate humanitarian needs but would also reduce vulnerability and improve self-reliance and
resilience by strengthening the nexus between humanitarian assistance and development cooperation.
There is a need to address gaps in humanitarian resources and to ensure that host countries and
communities receive adequate multi-annual financing as well as support for capacity-
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Underlining the importance of a comprehensive approach to the issues involved, we will spare no effort to
ensure a humane, sensitive and dignified reception for all persons arriving in large movements, whether
refugees or migrants.

We recognize, and will address, the special needs of people in vulnerable situations who are travelling within
large movements of refugees and migrants, including women and children at risk; older persons; persons
with disabilities; LGBH-persens; and victims of exploitation and abuse in the context of trafficking and
smuggling.

Recognising that States have rights and responsibilities to manage and control their borders, we will
implement border management procedures, including disembarkation procedures, which are in conformity
with international human rights law-standards-and, as applicable, international refugee law. We will ensure
that public officials and law enforcement officers who work in border areas are trained to behave with
respect towards all persons crossing, or seeking to cross, international borders.

We will take measures to prevent violations of the human rights of all persons in transit and after arrival.
We will ensure that the immediate needs of persons who have been exposed to physical or psychological
danger while in transit are addressed on their arrival, without discrimination and without regard to legal
status or means of arrival.

We are determined to address irregular or unsafe movement, without prejudice to the right to seek asylum,
and to combat the exploitation, abuse and discrimination suffered by many refugees and migrants.

We express our profound concern at the large number of people who have lost their lives at sea trying to
reach safety. We will intensify international cooperation on the strengthening of search and rescue
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We will ensure that migration and reintegration after return are fully integrated mainstreamed in global,
regional and national sustainable development plans and humanitarian policies and programmes.

We take note of welceme-the work done by the Global Migration Group to develop principles and practical
guidance on the protection of the human rights of migrants in vulnerable situations within large and/or
mixed movements.

Reaffirming the importance of a strong normative framework to support migrants, we call upon States that
have not done so to consider ratifying, or acceding to, the 1990 Convention on the Protection of the Rights of
All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families. We call also on States that have not done so to consider
acceding to relevant International Labour Organization conventions, as appropriate. We note, in addition,
that migrants enjoy rights and protection under various branches of international law.

We wish to strengthen global governance for migration. We therefore warmly support and welcome the
[agreement] to bring the International Organization for Migration, an organization with a global leading role
in the field of migration, into a closer legal and working relationship with the United Nations. We look
forward to the implementation of this [agreement] which will assist migrants, help Member States to address
migration issues and promote better coherence between migration and related policy domains.

We will develop guidelines, in accordance W|th the eX|st|ng rules of mternatlonal law, on the treatment of
migrants in vulnerable situations w and-who may
need assistance. These could be developed using a State-led process with the mvolvement of all relevant
stakeholders.

We will build on existing bilateral, regional and global cooperation mechanisms for facilitating safe, regular
,and-orderly and responsible migration. We will strengthen cooperation to this end among countries of
origin, transit and destination, international organizations, regional economic organizations, local authorities,
private sector recruiters and employers, labour unions, civil society and migrant and diaspora groups. We
recognize that support is particularly important for local authorities who are the first receivers of migrants.

We recognise the progress made on international migration and development issues within the United
Nations system, including the High-Level Dialogues on International Migration and Development. We will



3.15 We strongly encourage cooperation between, on the one hand, countries of origin or nationality and, on the
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recognize also that a number of States not parties to the international refugee instruments have shown a
generous approach to hosting refugees.

We reaffirm respect for the institution of asylum and for the right to seek asylum. We reaffirm also respect
for the fundamental principle of non-refoulement according to 1951 Convention.

We underline the centrality of respensibility-sharing-and burden-sharing within international refugee
protection. Echoed in the emphasis on international cooperation in the preamble to the 1951 Convention,
this has been reaffirmed in successive General Assembly resolutions. We commit to international

cooperation an-eguitable-sharing-ofrespensibility-for hosting and supporting the world’s refugees, while

taking account of the differing capacities and resources among Member States for shouldering the burdens
involved.
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pathways for admission on a scale which would enable the annual resettlement needs identified by UNHCR,
or at least 10% of the total refugee population, to be met.

We will pursue this target through measures such as the expansion of existing humanitarian admission
programmes; possible temporary evacuation programmes (including evacuation for medical reasons);
flexible arrangements to assist family reunification; private sponsorship for individual refugees; and
opportunities for refugees with particular skill sets, for labour mobility (including through private-sector
involvement) and for education (e.g. scholarships and student visas). We will increase substantially the
opportunities for skills training and vocational education for refugees,based on national condition, law and

policy.

We commit to providing humanitarian assistance to refugees so as to ensure essential support in key life-
saving sectors, e.g. food, water and sanitation, shelter,based on national condition, law and policy.

We commit to providing quality primary and secondary education for all refugee children and to do so within
a few months of the initial displacement,based on national condition, law and policy. We recognize that
access to education gives fundamental protection to children and youth in displacement contexts,
particularly in situations of conflict and crisis.

We highlight also the role of tertiary education; we recognize that, in crisis situations, higher education
protects a critical group of young men and women, helps to build resilience, fosters inclusion and non-
discrimination and provides a foundation for the rebuilding of war-torn societies.

We will ensure that the health needs of refugee communities are met,






