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greater international cooperation. Here I would continue to turn to the states to strengthen 
their commitments as part of a global strategy. This includes, for example, ratification of the 
Migrant Workers Convention, adoption of relevant ILO resolutions, protections for domestic 
workers, or embracing the “Recommended Principles and Guidelines for Human Rights at 
International Borders,” as well as for migrants in transit, both of which have been drafted under 
the auspices of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights.   
 
We need a global commitment not only towards regular migration channels, including 
permanent residency and access to citizenship, and for regularization programs for migrants 
who are undocumented, who have migrated in the ones and twos as well as in large 
movements -- who are often criminalized and deemed ineligible even for the most basic rights 
and supports. The draft outcome document mentions cooperation between countries regarding 
the return of migrants in accordance with international human rights standards, but it does not 
speak to regularization initiatives
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Dialogue on International Migration and Development, towards advancing migrant rights, labor 
mobility, migrant women’s rights, development, partnerships, and more. This process is an 
opportunity that had not been defined at that time, and we certainly hope that civil society can 
push forward the process in many ways. In addition to academia, our own grassroots groups 
can also provide evidence to impacts and to the need. For example, I just returned from a visit 
to Tucson, Arizona, near the US-Mexico border. The local group there, the Coalicion de 
Derechos Humanos, or the Human Rights Coalition, told me that they are receiving more than 
300 calls each month on their Missing Migrants Hotline, from families seeking news of missing 
loved ones. I told them I would find a way to bring that message here because that tragedy is so 
central to our commitment and deliberations. We don’t need to wait for two years to begin to 
make some of the changes that are going to ensure human rights for all migrants, in transit, at 
borders and in new countries of residence, and to save lives. 
 
Closing comment: 
 
I am hopeful for a positive outcome from this process; but, I want to note that building walls 
and imprisoning migrants does nothing to address root causes nor makes us a more humane 
global society; knowing that thousands of migrants and refugees will die each year simply 


