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opportunities and horizons , or to escape poverty and food insecurity.  Others move to escape armed conflict, 

persecution, terrorism,  poverty, food insecurity or human rights violations and abuses.  Still others do so in 
response to the adverse effects of climate change, natural disasters (some of which may be linked to climate 
change) or other environmental factors.   Many move, indeed, for a combination of these reasons. 

 
1.2 We have considered today how best the international community should respond to the growing global 

phenomenon of large movements of refugees and migrants.   
 
1.3    We are witnessing in today’s world an unpreceden ted level of human mobility.  More people than ever 

before live in a country other than the one where they were born.  Migrants are present in all countries in 
the world.  Most of them move without incident.  In 2015 their number surpassed 244 million, gro wing at a 
rate faster than the world’s population.   However, there are roughly 65 million forcibly displaced persons, 
including over 21 million refugees, 3 million asylum-seekers and over 40 million internally displaced persons.  
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1.15       In the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, we pledged that “no one will be left behind”.  We declared 
that we wished to see the new goals and targets met for all nations and peoples and for all segments of 
society.  We said also that we will endeavour to reach the furthest behind first.   We reaffirm today our 
commitments which relate to the specific needs of migrants andor refugees.    The Agenda makes clear, inter 
alia, that we will “facilitate orderly, safe, regular and responsible migration and mobility of people, including 
through the implementation of planned and well-managed migration policies”.    The needs of refugees, 
internally displaced persons and migrants are explicitly recognized.         

 
1.16       Implementation of all relevant provisions of the Agenda will enable the contribution which migrants and 

refugees are making to sustainable development to be reinforced.    At the same time, it will address many of 
the reasons that compel people to moveroot causes of forced displacement, helping to create more 
favourable conditions in countries of origin.   Meeting today a year after our adoption of the 2030 Agenda, 
we are determined to realize the full potential of that Agenda for refugees and migrants.     

 
1.17       We reaffirm th
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discriminated against on the basis of their sexual orientation or gender identity; indigenous persons; and 
victims of exploitation and abuse in the context of human trafficking and migrant smuggling of migrants and 
refugees. 

 
2.3 Recognising that States have rights and responsibilities to manage and control their borders, we will 

implement both on arrival and return border management procedures, including disembarkation procedures 
and security and identification procedures, which are in conformity with applicable obligations under 
international law, including international human rights law and international refugee law.    We will ensure 
that public officials and law enforcement officers who work in border areas are trained to uphold the human 
rights of all persons crossing, or seeking to cross, international borders.  We acknowledge that States, while 
obliged under international law to examine any request for asylum made at their borders, are entitled to 
take measures to prevent illegal border crossing
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2.11 We will protec
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3.6  
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3.15 We strongly encourage cooperation between, on the one hand, countries of origin or nationality and, on the 

other, countries of destination and other relevant countries in ensuring that migrants who do not have a 



9 
 

 
 

4.6  We believe that a comprehensive response should be developed, initiated and coordinated by UNHCR and 
involving other relevant UN entities, for all situations involving large movements of refugees.  This should 
involve a multi-stakeholder approach spanning national and local authorities, international organizations, 
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4.14 We urge Member States who have not yet established resettlement programmes to consider doing so at the 
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development banks and improvements in access to concessional development financing for affected 
communities.   It is clear, furthermore, that private sector investment in support of refugee communities and 
host countries will be of critical importance over the coming years.  Civil society is also a key partner in every 
region of the world in responding to the needs of refugees. 

 
4.23 Noting the high-level meeting on refugees which the United States, Jordan, Ethiopia, Sweden, Canada, 

Germany and the Secretary General will host on 20 September 2016, we look forward to the pledges of 
support which individual Member States are expected to make there. 

 
 

5 Follow-up and review of our commitments  

 

5.1 We agree that arrangements are needed to ensure systematic follow-up and review of the range of 
commitments we are making today.  These arrangements might be envisaged, in particular, in the context of 
reviews of progress on implementation of the 2030 Agenda.    Accordingly, we request the Secretary General 


