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called on States to adopton-custodial, community basedlternatives to detention that allow children
to remain with family members and/or guardians while their immigration status is resolved.

Anumber of studies have shown that dettion of childrerhas a profound and negative impact on their
health and welbeing. A UK study indicated that even after a relatively short period of detention (an
average of 43 days), children showed symptoms such asti@aeshatic stress, depressiongbavioral
difficulties and developmental delays. An Australian study of ten asgkeking families, including 20
children detained for a prolonged period found that all but one child suffered from major depressive
disorder and half from pogsraumatic stess disorder.
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Comment draftedjointly by the UNCommittee on the Rights oftie Child andthe Committeeon the

Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Familfdditionally, this

position has now been adopted and reinforced by an overwhelmimgberof UN and regional human

rights experts, including but not limited to: the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, the United Nations Working Group on Arbitrary
Detention, the United Nations Spial Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants, the United Nations

Special Rapporteur on torture, the Human Rights Commissioner of the Council of Europe, the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, the {Ataerican Commission on Human Rights, a



