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Intervention
UNGA High Level Meeting on large movements of refugees and migrants
(19 September 2016)

Australia is one of the most successful multicultural societies in the world. Our's is an
immigration nation.

More than a quarter of our people were born overseas. Aimost every UN member state
is represented in our population.

Australians are not defined by religion or race; we are defined by a common

T et i e ez ey

i
- "'ﬁ*‘ﬂﬁ“" A= _l

!

These values drive our approach to migration. We invite 190,000 migrants each year to
join our nation of 24 million people. And our commitment to refugees is longstanding -
our humanitarian resettlement program dates back to 1947.

This has made Australians truly global citizens, connected by family, culture and

lanauaae to neople across the alghe These links drive econnmin develnnment trade

and innovation.
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Addressing irregular migration, through secure borders, has been essential in creating
confidence that the Government can manage migration in a way that mitigates risks and
focuses humanitarian assistance on those who need it the most.

This has had a dirert imnant.annur ahility tn oravide aenarous and affeqtive supnnrtio

refugees.
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Australia welcomes the momentum we are seeing in the UN system and internationally.

There is now stronger recognition that the international community must better share
responsibility for helping those forced to leave their homes. All countries have a role to

play.
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that supports international efforts to help the most vulnerable.



