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Good afternoon, I am honored to be here today to share my
perspective as a migrant, a refugee, a person of color and a labor

leader.

I've logged many miles to get to this point. I was a child when I
left Ethiopia at the age of thirteen to escape political violence.
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visas, and victims paid an average of $6,150 in recruitment fees.!
Another study found that Mexican workers in the low-wage H-2
visa program experienced employment conditions and wages as

poor as, or worse than, irregular Mexican migrants in the same
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These programs do not empower workers and families, nor do
they contribute to equitable development. They merely continue

to swell corporate profits at the expense of workers.

Expanding such regular pathways—already the norm in
destination countries—is the wrong way forward. With
xenophobic sentiments on the rise and opportunistic politicians
exploiting the real pain of working people, we cannot build
equitable societies with proposals that further divide workers and
exacerbate inequality.

We need a different approach that elevates the human and labor
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