
Resolution 2016/1 

Strengthening the demographic evidence base for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development* 

 

The Commission on Population and Development, 

 

Recalling the Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and 

Development
1
 and the key actions for its further implementation,

2
 and previous 

resolutions of the Commission of Population and Development,  

 

Recalling also the outcomes of relevant United Nations high-level meetings, 

conferences and summits including the 2005 World Summit Outcome,
3
 and the Beijing 

Declaration and Platform for Action,
4  

 

Reaffirming General Assembly resolution 70/1 of 25 September 2015, entitled “Transforming 

our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”, in which it adopted a 

comprehensive, far-reaching and people-centred set of universal and transformative 

Sustainable Development Goals and targets, its commitment to working tirelessly for the full 

implementation of this Agenda by 2030, its recognition that eradicating poverty in all its 

forms and dimensions, including extreme poverty, is the greatest global challenge and an 

indispensable requirement for sustainable development, its commitment to achieving 

sustainable development in its three dimensions —economic, social and environmental —in 

a balanced and integrated manner, and to building upon the achievements of the Millennium 

Development Goals and seeking to address their unfinished business,  

 

Reaffirming also General Assembly resolution 69/313 of 27 July 2015 on the Addis 

Ababa Action Agenda of the Third International Conference on Financing for 

Development, which is an integral part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development, supports and complements it, helps to contextualize its means of 

implementation targets with concrete policies and actions, and reaffirms the strong 

political commitment to address the challenge of financing and creating an enabling 

environment at all levels for sustainable development in the spirit of global partnership 

and solidarity,  

 

Recalling the Paris agreement under the United Nations Framework Convention on 



Recalling also the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
5 

 and the obligations of 

States parties to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
6 

the 

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,
7
 the Convention on 

the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women,
8
 the Convention on the 

Rights of the Child,
9
 the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities,

10
 the 

International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination,
11 

and the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant 

Workers and Members of Their Families
,12  

 

Recognising that the 2030 Agenda is guided by the purposes and principles of the 

Charter of the United Nations, including full respect for international law, and is 

grounded in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, international human rights 

treaties, the Millennium Declaration and the 2005 World Summit Outcome and that it 

is informed by other instruments such as the Declaration on the Right to Development,  

 

Taking into consideration the report of the Secretary-General on critical milestones 

towards coherent, ef





realization of social justice and to the achievement of global, regional and national 

commitments for sustainable development,   

 

Recalling the specific challenges faced by women and girls in humanitarian settings, 

including an increased risk of physical and sexual violence, reduced access to essential health 

care services, including sexual and reproductive health, education and other social services, 

and recognizing the importance of high quality data collection in humanitarian settings with 

respect for confidentiality, 

 

Acknowledging the important link between migration and development, and recognizing that 

migration brings both opportunities and challenges to countries of origin, transit and 

destination, to migrants and to the global community, and recognizing also the responsibility 

of States to promote and protect the human rights and fundamental freedoms of all migrants 

effectively, regardless of their migration status, especially that of women and children,  

 

Aware that migration has increased in volume, scope, complexity and impact since the 

adoption of the Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and 

Development, and that migration is an intrinsic feature of a globalizing world in which 

economic, social, cultural, demographic, political and environmental factors all play an 

important role,  

 

Stressing that reliable, timely, high-quality, accessible and disaggregated demographic data 

need to be a central focus of any effort to strengthen statistical systems for the review and 

follow-up to the International Conference on Population and Development and for reviewing 

progress toward the Sustainable Development Goals, and the importance of the collection, 

analysis and dissemination of population data and statistics disaggregated by income, sex, 

age, race, ethnicity, migratory status, disability, geographic location and other characteristics 

relevant in national contexts for policy formulation by all countries,  

 

Noting the importance of non-governmental organizations and other civil society actors in 



and various population groups, such as boys and girls, adolescents and youth, older 



promote, protect and respect human rights, and achieve sustainable development and that 

population dynamics are all important for development, including for achieving the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the Third 

International Conference on Financing for Development;  

 

4. Recognizes the need to address persistent inequalities and discrimination on any grounds, 

which hamper the achie



9. Stresses that population and housing censuses for a country as a whole and for each 

administrative area therein are one of the primary sources of data needed for 

formulating, implementing and monitoring the effectiveness of policies and 

programmes aimed at, inter alia, inclusive sustainable development, poverty 

eradication and gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls;  

 

10. Emphasizes the importance of the 2020 World Population and Housing Census 

Programme for the planning and evaluation of development programmes, especially in 

the context of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and calls for full-fledged 

support to the Programme by Member States and the international community;  

 

11. Urges Governments to strengthen systems for the universal, reliable, and timely 

registration of birth, marriage, divorce, death, among other vital events, for linking the 

registration of vital events with the production of vital statistics, for assessing and 

improving over time the coverage, timeliness and accuracy of data generated by that 

system and to promote the use of civil registration for collecting information on causes 

of death according to the international classification of diseases established by the 

World Health Organization;  

 

12. Also urges all States parties to intensify their efforts to comply with their 

obligations under the Convention on the Rights of the Child to preserve the child’s 

identity, including nationality, name and family relations, as recognized by law, 

reminding States of t@Ҁntitfligationp to recctemӀthe rirth, of qll cxild�enl oith�usC



principle and professional ethics, to fill critical data gaps, and inform effective policy 

development;  

 

16. Emphasises the importance of accessible, timely and reliable disaggregated qualitative 

data, research and analyses to complement quantitative population data, based primarily on 

official data sources, that are essential for evidence-based policy development, monitoring, 

review and follow-up;  

 

17. Stresses that Governments should strengthen national capacities to conduct household 

surveys and encourages all data producers to implement existing standards and practices of 

data management, in particular legal and ethical standards and safeguards for the protection 

of confidentiality and privacy rights, including with respect to documentation, dissemination 

and archiving;  

 

18. Urges Governments where relevant to promote the development of populations of 

African descent, local communities and indigenous peoples including by implementing 

public policies, establishing standards and creating institutions to guide and implement 

policies, plans and programmes at the sectoral level, and stresses the importance of 

disaggregated data collection and analysis for the implementation of these policies;  

 

19. Calls upon the United Nations system and invites other relevant international 

organizations and multilateral institutions, as appropriate, to enhance their capacity and 

cooperation in the development of methodologies for the collection and processing of 

statistical data on international migration and refugee flows, and on the situation of migrants 

and refugees and asylum seekers, in particular women and girls, in countries of origin, transit 

and destination, and to assist Member States in their capacity-building efforts in this regard;  

 

20. Also calls upon Governments and the United Nations system and other organizations to 

strengthen the collection and dissemination of data on ageing and older persons in order to 

adopt a life-cycle approach, and on persons living with disabilities;  

 

21. Urges national authorities to leverage new data sources, including Big Data, and 

technology to improve the efficiency of data collection, processing and dissemination, to 

institute geo-referencing as a standard practice in all forms of demographic data collection, 

and to make the corresponding spatial datasets publicly available in digital form with respect 

for confidentiality;  

 

22. Encourages Governments to adopt open-data policies allowing the dissemination of 

public-use, geo-referenced and anonymized micro-data from censuses, household surveys, 

civil registration, population registers, health information systems and other relevant 

administrative records with respect for confidentiality;  

 



23. Reiterates that demographic data are a public good, that the collection of these data 

is underfunded, especially in developing countries, reaffirms the commitment in the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development to support developing countries in 

strengthening the capacity of national statistical offices, other relevant governmental 

institutions, and data systems to ensure access to high-quality, timely, reliable and 

disaggregated data, and encourages developed countries, the United Nations System as 

well as other relevant international organizations and multilateral institutions to 

provide technical and financial support, upon request,  and encourages further North-

South, South-South and triangular cooperation, to strengthen national capacities to 

implement best practices of data management, including identifying needs related to 

population statistics, to help develop sustained systems of data collection, processing, 

dissemination and analysis in order to ensure access to high-quality, timely, reliable 

and disaggregated data;  

 

24. Urges Governments to strengthen health systems, in particular health information 

systems, to promote physical and mental health and well-being, and extend life expectancy 

for all, achieve universal health coverage and access to quality health care to ensure that no 

one is left behind; to accelerate the progress made to date in reducing newborn, child and 

maternal mortality by ending all such preventable deaths before 2030; to ensure universal 

access to sexual and reproductive health-care services, including for family planning, 

information and education; to accelerate the pace of progress made in fighting malaria, 

HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, hepatitis, Ebola, Zika and other communicable diseases and 

epidemics, including by addressing growing anti-microbial resistance and the problem of 

neglected diseases affecting developing countries; to prevent and treat non-communicable 

diseases, including behavioural, developmental and neurological disorders, which constitute 

a major challenge for sustainable development;  

 

25. Encourages Governments, international organizations, including the United Nations 

system, international financial institutions, civil society, private sector, academia and other 

relevant stakeholders to assist developing countries in strengthening their capacities to 

monitor progress towards the implementation of the Programme of Action of the 

International Conference on Population and Development, the key actions for its further 

implementation, and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development at the global, regional, 

national, and sub-national levels by improving the collection, dissemination and utilization of 

data and statistics disaggregated by income, sex, age, race�뀀ଉa statis ti





the key actions for its further implementation, and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. 


