
Ministerial Declaration-2007 
 
“Ministerial declaration” 
 
 “Strengthening efforts to eradicate poverty and hunger, including through the 
global partnership for development” 
 
We, the Ministers and Heads of Delegations participating in the high-level 
segment of the substantive session of 2007 of the Economic and Social 
Council, held at Geneva from 2 to 5 July 2007, 
Having considered the theme of the annual ministerial review, 
‘Strengthening efforts to eradicate poverty and hunger, including through the 
global partnership for development’, the re





 



malaria and other infectious diseases, including through increased resources; 
and in this regard we welcome the commitment by the Group of Eight to 
increase funding to fight HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis, including the 
strengthening of health systems, to 60 billion dollars in the coming years. We 
also resolve to continue efforts to reduce child mortality, improve maternal 
health and strengthen health-care systems to help us meet the needs of our 
populations in all spheres of health, including sexual and reproductive health. 
 
16. We emphasize the critical role of both formal and informal 
education in the achievement of poverty eradication and other development 
goals as envisaged in the Millennium Declaration, in particular basic education 
and training for eradicating illiteracy, and strive for expanded secondary and 
higher education as well as vocational and technical training, especially for 
girls and women, the creation of human resources and infrastructure 
capabilities and the empowerment of those living in poverty. 
 
17. We reaffirm our commitment to achieve the goal of sustainable 
development including through the implementation of Agenda 218 and the 
Johannesburg Plan of Implementation. To that end, we commit ourselves to 
undertaking concrete actions and measures at all levels and to enhancing 
international cooperation, taking into account the Rio principles.9 These efforts 
will also promote the integration of the three components of sustainable 
development — economic development, social development and 
environmental protection — as interdependent and mutually reinforcing 
pillars. Poverty eradication, changing unsustainable patterns of production and 
consumption and protecting and managing the natural resource base of 
economic and social development are overarching objectives of and essential 
requirements for sustainable development. 
 
18. We recognize the negative impact of environmental degradation and 
climate change on sustainable development in all countries, especially 
developing countries, in particular the least developed countries, small island 
developing States and African countries. 
 
19. We recall the provisions of the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change,10 including the acknowledgement that the 
global nature of climate change calls for the widest possible cooperation by all  
countries and their participation in an effective and appropriate international 
response, in accordance with their common but differentiated responsibilities 
and respective capabilities and their social and economic conditions. 
 
20. We reaffirm that responses to climate change should be coordinated 
with social and economic development in an integrated manner, with a view to 
avoiding adverse impact on the latter, taking into full account the legitimate 
priority needs of developing countries for the achievement of sustained 
economic growth and the eradication of poverty. 



 



resources for development, including commitments by some developed 
countries to increase official development assistance. We note with concern, 
however, the overall decline in official development assistance in 2006 and 
call for the fulfillment of all official development assistance commitments, 
including the commitments by many developed countries to achieve the target 
of 0.7 per cent of gross national income for official development assistance by 
2015 and to reach at least 0.5 per cent of gross national income for official 
development assistance by 2010, as well as the target of 0.15 per cent to 0.20 
per cent for the least developed countries, and urge those developed countries 
that have not yet done so to make concrete efforts in this regard in accordance 
with their commitments. 
 
27. We welcome the efforts by some developed countries, which are on 
target to meet the commitments made in terms of increased official 
development assistance. 
 





sustained manner and underline in this regard the need for equitable 
microeconomic policies. 
 
39. We recognize that poverty and inequality are a concern for all 
countries regardless of their level of development. We also recognize that 
middle-income countries still face significant areas of poverty and that efforts 
to address those challenges should be supported. 
 
40. We acknowledge the vital role the private sector can play in 
promoting economic growth and eradicating poverty and hunger by generating 
new investments, employment and financing for development. 
 
41. We recognize the role that public-private partnerships can play in 
our efforts to eradicate poverty and hunger, the need to ensure that their 
activities conform fully with the principle of national ownership of 
development strategies and the need for effective accountability and 
transparency in their implementation. 
 
42. We acknowledge the critical role of the public sector in promoting 
sustained economic growth and the eradication of poverty and hunger. 
 
43. We renew our commitment to continuing to discuss innovative 
mechanisms for financing for development. We acknowledge the progress 
made in this area and invite countries to consider contributing in this regard. 
 
44. We recognize, in this regard, the value of developing innovative 
sources of financing from various sources on public, private, domestic and 
external bases in order to increase and supplement traditional sources of 
financing. 
 
45. We request the Economic and Social Council to consider reviewing 
its existing mechanisms and, where needed, to take appropriate action to 
ensure effective review and implementation of the outcomes of the major 
United Nations conferences and summits in the economic, social and related 
fields. 
 
46. We look forward to our continuing engagement, within the renewed 
and strengthened Economic and Social Council, to advancing the achievement 
of the internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium 
Development Goals. 
 
Closure of the high-level segment 
 
91. At the 27th meeting, on 10 July, the President of the Council made a 
concluding statement and declared the high-level segment of the 2007 substantive 
session of the Council closed (see E/2007/SR.27). 
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