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Mr. Secretary General, 

Madam President of General Assembly, 

Your Excellency Madame President of the Confederation,  

President of ECOSOC, 

Excellencies,  

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

It is a great honour for me to speak at this year’s high level segment of ECOSOC, which is 

the first high level segment of a renewed ECOSOC which, I hope, is truly well placed to act as a 

central coordinating body responsible for reviewing the UN system’s contribution to achieving the 

internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals.  

It is up to us, its membership, to make ECOSOC the forum for cutting edge discussions, 

practical recommendations and a real capacity to follow-up on decisions. The ability of the 
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With poverty and hunger still a daily reality for millions of people across the globe, we 

must live up to our commitments. We must do more and with greater urgency. And we must break 

from the mold of business as usual. Or else, the Millennium Development Goals will remain no 

more but a promise.  

The importance of national poverty reduction strategies with a strong sense of ownership 

cannot be stressed enough. At the same time, in order to see real progress in fighting poverty and 

hunger, local efforts need the sustained and coordinated support at regional and global levels. 

What is required is a comprehensive, multidimensional approach.  

Sustained economic growth is a major factor in reducing poverty. But growth alone, as we 

have seen from our own experience, is not sufficient. It does not translate automatically into 

reduced poverty levels and less hunger. In fact, in most of the rapidly growing economies, 

inequalities tend to increase as well.  

In order to translate economic growth into pro-poor gains on the domestic level, growth 

must be accompanied by strengthening institutional capacity, equitable delivery of public services, 

active social inclusion,  bridging the gap between urban and rural development, as well as 

investment in human capital. Empowerment of the poor, of the vulnerable- empowerment in the 

broadest sense of the word-   is extremely important in bringing about a change for the better.  

Empowerment happens, among other things, through good governance, effective 

administration, creating a favourable climate for private initiative, and fostering a vibrant civil 

society.  My country would not be where we are today without our firm commitment to institution 

building, the rule of law, fight against corruption, and local ownership of the processes.  

The importance of empowering women in the context of overcoming poverty and hunger 

merits a special mention. The productive and creative potential of women who make up over half 

of the globe’s population is a tremendous asset. In Lithuania, for example, we have identified and 

implemented four priorities for women empowerment: women in decision making; balance 

between family and work; equal wages policy; and gender roles.  

Education and skill acquisition are equally powerful tools in poverty eradication. Lack of 

education and employment opportunities are among the determinants of poverty’s perpetuation 

from generation to generation, and without added improvements in this field, breaking away from 

the poverty trap is highly difficult.  
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Time is not on our side. I am therefore pleased to see a renewed interest and a sense of 

urgency in recognizing that climate change requires a long-term global response. I hope that we 

will collectively rise up to the challenge and approach the multilateral process ahead of us in a 

spirit of commitment to action and willingness to compromise.  

What I consider extremely important is for our engagement to reduce the effects of climate 

change and our efforts to combat poverty and hunger to go hand in hand and not be seen as 

opposing or conflicting tracks. In fact, I believe we need an increasing focus on “green growth” or 

“climate friendly development” to make sure that environmentally sustainable economic growth 

and poverty reduction strategies make an integral whole. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen,  

 

The eradication of extreme poverty demands a constructive and truly global partnership of 

developed and developing countries. The EU to which my country belongs has made major efforts 

to contribute to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals. Collectively, the 
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I believe it is urgent to agree on measures that


