


4. First, the urgent priority is. rural d,e,\_zejapment,, As three-quarters of the-
Wor}d*S»ex%r’eme.y—peer—ﬂve—m—Fu%aJ—a%as—eﬁev ive rurai deveiopment must .
be central to any strategy aimed at drastically reducing poverty levels. In-
the course of our national development drive in the 1970s, rural
development was an essential element. - We first focused on strengthening - -
rural infrastructure.  New technologies - were introduced - to . increase

ral production. Investment in human resource development-was— — - — -

riority. — As theresult,-we -could-achieve substantial im|

Access to the Internet has rapidly increased all-over the world, includingin ... . .
developing countries. It would be unimaginable to achieve our

development goals without making - full —use- of information and
communication technologies (ICT). My delegation believes that more effort

needs to be made to integrate ICTs into poverty reduction strategies.

6. Third, promoting gender equality is central to the development process. o

ough that women's equal - — T
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~—From our experience, we cannot stress e
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“participation and input are instrumentat in-the

goals. It is discouraging to note, however, that, despite incremental

progress in many areas, the feminization of poverty still persists. Education

and training for women and. girls are essential to ensur

inherited. In this respect, my delegation firmly believes that more vigorous - -







opportunity for creative policies to attract private investment to-meet the -

“needs of developing countries.

9. | would like to stress that this year marks a milestone for ECOSOC since

this session is taking place in the context of the strengthened ECOSOC

framework. - -In this regard, my-delegation-would- like to ence again; express —

H ~ dhe md dlitm tramla e aiic Al s aiallhy fim flea AR almAl b AT L)
its hupe that this yeai s GisSCussion, e€speciaiy in e Aivin and e vor, win
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lead to a productive -and policy-oriented outcome. .. Such a resuit will be

crucial in setting the future tone of this important machinery and refining the
role of ECOSOC in coordinating -and- leading -the-UN--activities-in-

economic and social field.

Thank you.




