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versus national efforts to ensure vaccines are in place to deal with any

outbreak?

We have experts here today better qualified than I to discuss the
possible answers to these questions. But for me Avian flu, and the
danger of a human pandemic arising from it, graphically illustrates

why the world needs an effective multilateral 'system.

SARS killed 800 people and cost the world $30 billion. But had the
World Health Organization’s Global Qutbreak Alert and Response
Network not kicked in so well, we might have been looking at something
far worse. Controlling avian flu will depend upon countries being
willing and able to share information about outbreaks without delay
through the WHO, FAO and the World Organization for Animal
Health, so that the world’s resources can be swiftly marshalled to

respond.

This is not something nation states can do alone. If the United Nations
system can effectively lead the world’s response, and do it well, we will
have given our critics irrefutable practical evidence of what this

Organization can do.

Avian flu also underlines the extent to which we have all become







