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The Vice Preside nt of the UN E conomic Social Council repre se nti ng Africa, Your  Excelle nc ie s and 
Ministe r s prese nt, distingui she d membe r s of the AU prese nt, l adie s and gentl em e n, protoc ol 
obse r ve d , I greet you all.  

 
 My name is Helena Okiring  from Uganda  and I am 25 years young. As a Youth lea de r, I worked 
with Ugand a Youth Network till January this year.  I am  a foundi ng  membe r of the Youn g leade r ’s 
think Tank for polic y alte r na ti ve s  by Konrad Adeneur Stiftung and a  membe r of the Youth Advis ors 
progr a m m e to Washi ngt on by USAID. I am also the editor in chie f of the Green light magazi ne -a 
spac e I create d for youn g peopl e to share their insights and views on ma instr e a m issue s and lastl y I 
am also a volunte e r with the Uganda N ationa l NGO Forum, a platfor m for shari ng and refle c ti on of 
NGOs in Uganda  where I find the spac e to learn and unle a r n diffe r e nt mainstr e a m aspe c ts about 
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Worse still, the bure a ucr a ti c proce sse s that are invol ve d in registe r i ng a busine ss, for example, 
many of whic h are unnec e ssa r y, only enabl e corrupti on to thrive.  

 
This is only exac er ba ted by the fact that  there are chall e nge s in as far as  prot e c ti ng small 
busine sse s in Africa is conc e r ne d. Often time, Global multi -Nationa l Compani e s, espe c i al l y retai l 
supe r m a r ket chains, displ a c e our Young entre pr e ne ur s by setti ng up store s that sell impor te d 
goods that can be produc e d local ly.   
Why don’t Governm e nts here put in plac e the nece ssa ry frame wor k to prote c t Cottage industr i e s 
for exampl e  and seriousl y chec k the activi ti e s of Multi -Nationa l compa ni e s ?  

 
I find it very distur bi ng, for exampl e, that Congo impor ts Bread and Wate r from Uganda!!!! Bread 
and Wate r!! Can’t Youth in Congo ba ke bread?   
It is also sad that fish die in the DRC Rivers while milli ons of tone s are impor te d for consum pti on  by 
the peopl e of Congo ! Why shoul d y ou permi t the impor t a ti on of  fish while fish in your own ri ve r s 
grow -and die before they are caught!  This is un -acce pta bl e! Why do we impor t Fruits and 
vege ta bl e s like orange s and juic e to our  count r i e s knowi ng this  create s unne c e ssa r y, costl y and 
dise na bl i ng compe ti ti on for our goods and servic e s?  The sadde st bit is that many of our own polic y 
make r s are paid in corrupt bribe s to delibe r a tel y fail local effor ts at ente r pr i se.  That  is anothe r 
impe di me nt to the grow th of SME’s in Africa.  

 
Furthe r still,  if peopl e have to pay their way through a proc e ss, then the quali ty of goods an d 
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the conti ne nt. They are a golde n pr omi se  waiti ng to be fulf i l l e d.  Let us, look at each of ourse l ve s as 
stewa r ds of the peopl e these face s repre se nt; Stewards of these gold mine s. The tempta ti on is to 
stac k and steal the gold- or to hide it so that nob ody can find it.  
 
 Your duty as leade r s is to ensur e that this gold is purifi e d and refine d through World Class 
Educati on
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This meeti ng can very easil y be just anothe r Ministe r i a l review  pre -event -or it could be the start of 
an era where African leade r s say  what they mean and mean what they say. It is an oppor tuni t y to 
actua l l y transc e nd from commi tm e nt rhetor i c to action.  
 Young peop l e are more than able  to transfor m Africa for Africa’ s Good: To turn Africa into a hub of 
inve stm e nt and employm e nt and endle s s oppo r tuni ty  not just for themse l ve s but for the whole 
world . The questi on is “Will you let them?”  
I thank You All   


