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His Excellency Professor Alberto Sileoni, Minster of Education of the Argentine Republic, 
His Excellency Mr. Gonzalo Gutiérrez, Vice President of ECOSOC 
Distinguished ladies and gentlemen  
 

I am delighted to be here and to welcome you warmly to this meeting, on behalf of the 

Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA).  Through you, Mr Minister, I extend 

our deepest thanks to the Argentine Government as our gracious hosts and for the 

excellent arrangements for this meeting.  

 

I wish to thank as well our partners UNESCO, ECLAC and UNICEF for their cooperation in 

organising this event and bringing the ECOSOC agenda to the region. 

 

Judged by the standards of developing regions elsewhere, the state of basic education in 

Latin America and the Caribbean is exemplary. 

 

Net enrolment in primary education, at 94 percent in 2008, is well above the developing 

world average. Nine countries have already, or are close to meeting the elusive 

Education for All targets; sixteen are within striking distance.  

 

On other measures, such as pre-school enrolment, child mortality and gender parity, 

regional progress looks stellar. 

 

Yet there is more to this story than first meets the eye. 
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Between 1999 and 2008, primary enrolment in the Caribbean actually fell, while 

progress in the rest of the region slowed. And dropouts continue to pose a problem: 

overall, 16 percent of children fail to finish primary school. 

 

Poor quality is another concern. On exams ůŝŬĞ�ƚŚĞ�K���͛Ɛ�W/^� review, which tests 16-

year-




