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 Je voudrais  encore une fois exprimer ma profonde gratitude  

et celle GH�O·81(6&2�DX�SHXSOH�HW�DX�*RXYHUQHPHQW�WRJRODLV�

SRXU�DYRLU�DFFHSWp�G·DEULWHU�OD�SUpVHQWH�UHQFRQWUH�HW�OHXU�GLUH�
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right-based and educational quality have been for decades 

the biggest challenges African educational systems have been 

confronted with and which are instrumental for the 

achievement of the objectives at hand (EFA, MDGs and 

IADGs).  In the EFA, MDGs and IADGs debate it is essential to 

get focused and further discuss concepts at hand and suggest 

practical solutions that can help accelerate the achievement 

of the goals by 2015. They are rights-based education, 

education investment and the education investment-

educational quality nexus. 

 

 

Education is a constitutional right but t
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African countries. With comparable Gross Domestic 

Product (GDP), they do not allocate the same level of 

resources to education.  

 

 According to UNESCO EFA GMR (2010), sub-Saharan 

African countries spend roughly 167 USD per child per 

year in primary education compared to a minimum of 

1,000 USD in the United States and Western Europe.   

 

 There is a wide variation between African countries 

regarding their financial investment portfolio to 

education, regardless of the size of their GDP or national 

budget. Education does not constitute the top priority on 

the agenda of most if not all countries.  

  

 For example, in 2005, while the DRC allocated 0. 4 

percent of its GDP to education this ratio was 9.6 percent 

for Lesotho. 

 

 

 

If it is true that the resources committed to education are an 

investment in the future of the individual, as well as an 

investment toward national development goals and priorities,  

then more investment should be made in education. After all 

an investment in education is a productive investment and has 

long term returns for both the individual and society.  

 

Thus the share of education in the national budget obviously 

reflects the importance given to the education sector in the 

country. A reference of 20 percent has been established on the 

basis of analysis of countries which have attained or are close 

to attaining universal primary education and then suggested as 

a benchmark by the Fast Track Initiative (FTI).   

 

The attainment of the EFA goals, MDGs, and IADGs will depend 

on how much resources are allocated to education not only to 
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make sure the school serves their children well and is 

endowed with . the resources it needs. 

 

Excellencies, 

Distinguished Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

/D� TXDOLWp� D� XQ� FRXW� PDLV� HOOH� Q·D� SDV� GH� SUL[�� Les 


